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ACRONYMS

	Acronym
	Expanded

	ABN
	Australian business number

	ABR
	Australian business register

	ACN
	Australian company number

	ATO
	Australian Taxation Office

	BTSC
	Better Targeted Superannuation Concessions

	CSV
	Comma-separated values

	DPO
	Digital partnership Office

	OSFB
	Online services for business

	NON- SMSF
	Non Self-Managed Superannuation Funds

	RAM
	Relationship Authentication Manager 

	SMSF
	Self-Managed Superannuation Funds

	TSB
	Total superannuation balance

	Div 296 TSB
	Division 296 total superannuation balance (TSB-LRBA)

	LRBA
	Limited recourse borrowing arrangement

	LSBT
	Large super balance threshold

	VLSBT
	Very large super balance threshold

	RFI
	Request for information

	USI
	Unique superannuation identifier 

	JDG 
	Chief Justice, Judge or Previous Judge with an interest in a fund established under the Judges Pension Act 1968 , the Judges Pension Act 1968 as it applies under the Supreme Court Act 1933 (ACT)  or the Supreme Court  (Judges Pension) Act 1980 (NT)

	SHL
	SHLOH as (outlined in the regulations) with and interest in a Constitutionally Protected Fund

	REV
	Reversionary recipient of a Judge or SHLOH as outlined above

	FC 
	Pensions payable under section 123 of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia Act 2021 to a Chief Justice, Judge or previous Judge


	ZE
	Zero Earnings - The amount of earnings attributed to the member is nil/zero
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DEFINITIONS

	Term
	Description

	Non-SMSF
	Funds that are not self-managed super funds that have reporting obligations to the ATO.
Reporting parties can include administrators.

	Div 296
	Division 296 is the amendment to the ITAA 1997, Better Targeted Superannuation concessions, which reduces the tax concessions for individuals who have a total superannuation balance (TSB) that exceeds the LSBT

	Total Superannuation Balance
	Total superannuation balance (TSB) is the total value of all your Australian superannuation interests, including accumulation and retirement phase accounts, plus any LRBA amounts.  Your TSB is modified (reduced) by any structured settlement amounts.


	Intermediaries
	Intermediaries can act on behalf funds, such as an administrator or another entity engaged to meet reporting obligations
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[bookmark: STARTINGNUMBER][bookmark: _Toc238136868]1 Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc238136869]Who should use this specification?
This specification is to be used by non-SMSFs to respond to a request from the ATO to provide additional information on their members whose total superannuation balances (TSB) exceeds the LSBTto the ATO to ensure that the Div 296 tax calculations performed are correctly.

The file format for this report is comma separated values (CSV) file. This is a delimited text file that uses a comma to separate values. A CSV file stores tabular data (numbers and text) in plain text. Each line of the file is a data record. Each record consists of one or more fields, separated by commas.

For information on standard ATO formatting and reporting specifications go to http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au 

[image: ] This specification is not intended to, nor does it provide a guide to the relevant legislation.
[bookmark: _Toc238136870]Lodging Electronically
From the 2026-2027 financial year onwards, non-SMSFs are to lodge the Div 296
reports online using the business portal Online services for business.

Lodging online will:
reduce paperwork,
provide a secure way for reports to be lodged,
provide an online receipt when the report is lodged,
ensure that all of the necessary fields to lodge the report have been completed, via in-built checks, and
be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.





[bookmark: _Toc238136871]2 Legal requirements
[bookmark: _Toc238136872]Reporting obligations
On 28 February 2023, the Government announced it would reduce the superannuation tax concessions available to individuals whose total superannuation balances (TSB) exceed the LSBT which is set at $3 million for the 2026-27 financial year. 

On 13 October 2025, the Government announced changes to the originally announced Div 296 measure.  The changes included introducing a 2nd threshold for very large super balances, indexation of both thresholds in line with CPI and a new start date.

​
​The start date of the measure is  1 July 2026. ​ 
​Individuals with a Div 296 TSB of more than the LSBT)on 30 June 2027, or for any financial year onwards, may be subject to the new tax. 
​​
Currently, not all information required for the adjustment calculation is reported by funds that are not SMSFs. For clients with a Div 296 TSB over $3 million additional information is required to allow the calculation of the superannuation earnings amounts. 

Request for information will begin to be sent to funds from November 2027.

Under the legislative requirements set out in the Taxation Administration Act 1953, superannuation providers, in relation to a superannuation plan, must give the Commissioner of Taxation information about individuals that hold a superannuation interest in that plan in the approved form. They must also notify the Commissioner of any material changes or material omissions in any of the information given to the Commissioner. 

Information reported to the Commissioner in this form will be used to administer Division 296 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, introduced by the Treasury Laws Amendment (Building a Stronger and Fairer Super System) Bill 2026 and the Superannuation (Building a Stronger and Fairer Super System) Imposition Bill 2026. 

[bookmark: _Toc384213598][bookmark: _Toc446597329]RETENTION OF INFORMATION
Under taxation law, reporters must keep information for a period of five years. The information can be kept electronically.

Where the information is kept electronically, a copy of the data file provided to the ATO must be able to be regenerated on request by the ATO (for example, where a problem has been encountered in processing the information).
[bookmark: _Toc238136873]Extension of time to lodge
If any extension of time is required the fund should lodge a request through the super enquiry service.

[bookmark: _Toc238136874]Privacy
The Privacy Act 1988 limits the collection, storage, use and disclosure of personal information about individuals by the ATO, other Commonwealth Government departments and agencies.
 
New private sector provisions in the Privacy Act also regulate the way many private sector organisations collect, use, secure and disclose personal information. The private sector provisions aim to give people greater control over the way information about them is handled in the private sector by requiring organisations to comply with ten national privacy principles. These principles give individuals the right to know what information an organisation holds about them and a right to correct that information if it is wrong.
 
The Privacy Commissioner’s Guidelines to the Australian Privacy Principles and other relevant information sheets are available at www.oaic.gov.au
 
It is the responsibility of private sector organisations to obtain their own advice on the effect of privacy law, including the Australian Privacy Principles on their operations.
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[bookmark: _Toc238136875]3 Reporting procedures
[bookmark: _Toc238136876]Reporting for the first time
Software developers developing reporting software for the electronic generation of the Div 296
RFI should refer to this specification when developing the application. Information is also available on the Software developer’s homepage at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au.

The Software developers homepage is maintained by the ATO on behalf of, and in consultation with, the software development industry and business advisers. It facilitates the development and listing of software which may assist businesses to meet their tax obligations.

Subscribing for email updates is recommended so software developers can be notified of significant issues.

Information is also available on the Software developer’s website at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc238136877]Test facility
A test facility is provided to software developers to self-test the contents of test files. It is accessed using a user ID and password. 

The test facility supports testing of files that comply with the latest versions of electronic reporting specifications. It cannot be used to make lodgements to the ATO.

[bookmark: _Hlk205280006]The same validation process will be applied to files checked in the test facility and files that will be lodged via the ATO portals.

To test a file:
1 Prepare the files using software developed in accordance with the published reporting specifications.
2 Log in to the test facility using the user ID and password.
3 Select Send data located in the left-hand menu.
4 Select Browse to locate the file and then select OK.
5 Select Send to submit the file to the ATO, where it will be checked for format compatibility and data quality.
6 Select Transaction history to confirm the file has been uploaded. This can be done while the file is being validated for errors and warnings.
7 When the validation is complete select Download from the Transaction history screen to download the validation report confirming the data is in a valid format or detailing any errors found.
[bookmark: _Toc238136878]Accessing the test facility
To obtain a user ID and password for the test facility, complete the File transfer test facility registration form at File transfer test facility registration form | ATO Software Developers. The test facility can be accessed from Bulk Data Exchange – File transfer test facility | ATO Software Developers.
 
	[image: ] For support in the use of the test facility, including password reset: 
· email ATOBulkDataTransfer@ato.gov.au, or 
· phone (02) 6216 4004 between 8.30am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday AEST.


[bookmark: _Toc238136879]Reporting electronically
[image: ] Div 296 Reports must be sent to the ATO electronically via the Business Portal, OSFB.

Intermediaries/Reporters are able to lodge the Div 296 RFI
electronically via the Business Portal, OSFB where the data file has been prepared and stored locally.

On screen confirmation will be provided once the file has been sent. The ATO will perform data quality and format compatibility checks after the data file is sent. If the user selects the email acknowledgement option in the Lodge file process, an email will be provided confirming that the files have been successfully lodged with the ATO. A validation report will be available in the Business Portal, OSFB to advise if the report was successfully validated or if there are any problems.

[image: attention_pms] For more information about Portal file transfer go to www.ato.gov.au/onlineservices

The security features of the Business portal, OSFB, addresses the most commonly held concerns over internet-based electronic dealings, namely:

authentication (the sender is who they say they are),
confidentiality (the communication can only be read by the intended recipient),
integrity (the transmission cannot be altered without detection while in transit), and
non-repudiation (there is a record of the transmission and content).
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[bookmark: _Toc238136880]Getting started
To log in to the Business Portal, OSFB you can use:

· myID External Link is the Australian Government's digital identity provider that allows you to prove who you are online. It is different to your myGov account.

· RAM External Link is an authorisation service that allows you to act on behalf of a business online when linked with your myGovID. You'll use your myID to log into RAM.

· Access the file that has been sent by the ATO

· Prepare your response

· Send response file back to the ATO

[image: ] For more information on how to register for User ID and Password, please go to: https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/portal-bde.

[bookmark: top][bookmark: _Toc438131427][bookmark: _Toc446072894][bookmark: _Toc446597338]Data quality
The ATO will process all electronic reports promptly. During processing, the information is checked for format compatibility and is subjected to data quality testing. If necessary, intermediaries or reporters will be contacted with details of corrective action required.

The quality of the data provided in each report will be monitored and the ATO will advise clients if the data contained in the reports is unsatisfactory. Failure to comply with field data formats may result in rejection of the report. Corrective action is then required before re-lodgment.
[bookmark: _Toc238136881]Backup of data
It is the responsibility of the reporting party to keep effective records as part of their tax reporting obligations (refer page 6). A backup copy of the data sent to the ATO should be kept by either the reporting party or the intermediary, so that the report can be re–submitted if necessary.
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[bookmark: _Toc238136882]4 Data file format
[bookmark: _Toc238136883]File content
Each file (dataset) must contain the File Header record that contains the version number, the file name, the submission date/time, and the number of member records in the report. 

The File Header record must be the first record on each data file. It must be reported once only and must be followed directly by the Header record.

The Member Data record contains information for each individual. The Member record must appear as the last record on the data file.
[bookmark: _Toc91074386][bookmark: _Toc238136884]Sort order of the report data file
The sort order of the report data file must be as follows:
· the File Header record
· then the Header record
· then each individual Non-SMSF member record
[bookmark: _Toc91074387][bookmark: _Toc238136885]File Structure
· The first row of the file will contain the file header data.
· The second row of the file will contain the member data record field name columns which is the Header Record.
· Each subsequent row of the file will contain the data elements listed in the Non-SMSF member data record.
· Each data element will follow in order and be separated by a comma 
· Each individual Non-SMSF member data will be on its own row. 














[bookmark: _Toc91074388][bookmark: _Toc238136886]Data flow Diagram
[image: ]

1. The Non-SMSF Superannuation fund prepares the DIV296RFI file for the ATO.
2. The RFI response is saved to a file as structured data.
3. The Superannuation fund sends through the Div296RFI CSV file via the Online Services for Business Portal (OSB).
4. The ATO receives the file.
5. The ATO validates the CSV file.
6. The ATO generates a validation report.
7. The ATO uploads the report to the OSB portal.
8. The Non-SMSF receives notification of the validation report.
9. If the file fails validation, then the Non-SMSF must fix these errors and resubmit the file.
10. Changes to the RFI file are identified and the Non-SMSF resubmits the file.
11. If there are no errors then the fund receives a validation report and then the data is captured.
[bookmark: _Toc238136887]File structure diagram
[image: ]
The file structure diagram illustrates the structure of the DIV296RFI amendment file.

As per the diagram
File Header Record 1:1
Header Record 1:1
Member Data Record 1:*
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[bookmark: _Toc238136888]File structure example
	[bookmark: _Hlk89189734]File Header record



	Header record

	Member Data record 1

	Member Data record 2

	Member Data record 3




Example (not a complete table)
	BTSC_v1.0.
	
	FUND_DIV296RFI
	90909090909
	470707070707
	20261105081530
	3
	
	

	ATO_reference
	
	Supplier_name
	Supplier_ABN
	Fund_Name
	Fund_ABN
	Fund_USI
	Member_TFN
	Member_Family_Name

	2510000000000
	
	XYZ 
	90909090909
	ABC Super
	70707070707
	470707070707
	123456789
	Smith

	2510000000001
	
	XYZ 
	90909090909
	ABC Super
	70707070707
	470707070707
	112233445
	Jones

	2510000000002
	
	XYZ 
	90909090909
	ABC Super
	70707070707
	470707070707
	945875125
	Williams



The Div296 file must be in a CSV format when sent to ATO.

The file will have one file header record, one header record and in the above example there are 3 superannuation members' records.

Partial responses 
Partial response to an RFI will be accepted however, it is expected that all requested information will be provided by the specified due date. 


Amendments
Funds are required to notify the ATO if the information reported via an RFI has changed.  This must be reported within 30 days of becoming aware that an error has been made or a change has occurred.

To amend your RFI you must re-report all fields and include the new information in the required field.  This will update ATO records upon successful submission.

Deceased members
If  a member has died and was liable for Div 296 candidate for the year of death, and the account is still open after 30 June of that year, you must amend the year of death RFI to in include any earnings attributed for future years until the account is closed.


Refer to LCR XXXX for further information
[bookmark: _Toc238136889]5 Record specifications
[bookmark: _Toc238136890]File name
The file name for a Div 296 Report will always follow this pattern and with the time/date stamp and the file will always be a csv file.

If a USI exists, then the filename will be:

FUND_<File type>_<Fund_ABN>_< Fund_USI>_<DateTime generated>.csv

If the USI is not available then the Non-SMSF needs to include 0 in the file name sent to the ATO.

FUND_<File type>_<Fund_ABN>_0_<DateTime generated>.csv


	Component
	Description
	Example

	File type
	File name identifier
	FUND_DIV296RFI

	Fund ABN
	Fund Australia Business Number. 11-digit number
	12345678901

	Fund_USI
	Fund Unique Superannuation Identifier. 14-digit number
	12345678901001

	
	If no USI exists
	0

	DateTime generated
	Date time stamp. In format ccyymmddhhmmss
	20250811153221



Example

If the USI does exist:

FUND_DIV296RFI_12345678901_12345678901001_20250811153221.csv

If the USI doesn’t exist:

FUND_DIV296RFI_12345678901_0_20250811153221.csv
[bookmark: _Toc238136891]Description of terms used in data record specifications

The following tables show data records and their elements. The tables contain the following standard columns:

Field length – the length of the data field in characters or digits.

Field format – the format type of the field.

A	is alphabetic (A-Z) – both upper and lower case are acceptable in all non-specific fields. Alphabetic fields must be left justified.

For example, SMITH in a ten-character field would be reported as SMITH.

AN	is alphanumeric – both upper- and lower-case alphabetic characters are acceptable in non-specific fields only, for example, name and address fields. Alphanumeric fields must be left justified.

For example, 10 FIRST STREET in a 20-character alphanumeric field would be reported as 10 FIRST STREET.

In addition, unless stated elsewhere in this specification, all other standard keyboard characters are accepted in alphanumeric fields.

Alphanumeric fields must contain only spaces and the values: 
A-Z a-z 0-9 `~!@#$-%^&*()_+double quote :;'.,/?><\| = {}[]
No other values will be accepted, Unless specified.

D         is a date in DD/MM/CCYY format. If the day or month components are less than 10, insert a leading zero.
For example:
· 26 March 2026 would be reported as 26/03/2026
· 9 November 2026 would be reported as 09/11/2026

If the date is mandatory, it must be a valid date, otherwise see date under the optional field type.

Y         is the year in CCYY format. 
DT       is a date time in CCYYMMDDThhmmss.ffTZD ISO 8601 format. If the day or month components are less than 10, insert a leading zero. Times are expressed in local time, together with a time zone offset in hours and minutes. 

CCYY   = four-digit year followed by a hyphen
            MM      = two-digit month followed by a hyphen (01-=January, etc.)
            DD       = two-digit day of month (01 through 31)
            T          = T indicates the beginning of the time element, as specified in ISO 8601
            hh        = two digits of hour followed by a colon (00 through 23) (am/pm NOT allowed)
            mm      = two digits of minute followed by a colon (00 through 59)
            ss         = two digits of second followed by a fullstop (00 through 59)
            ff          = two digits representing a decimal fraction of a second (not required)
            TZD     = time zone designator (+hh:mm or -hh:mm) (not required)
The components shown in the example below must be present without the specific punctuation. 
            
For example:
· 5 November, 2026, 8:15:30.40 am, AU Eastern Standard Time would be reported as  2026110508153040

· 18 January, 2027, 1:30:00.00 pm, AU Eastern Standard Time would be reported as  2027011813300000
N 	is numeric (0-9) – Numeric fields must be right justified.

For example, 123456789 in a 13-digit field would be reported as 123456789.

Field type – codes used are:

M	Mandatory field that must be provided. For single character mandatory fields, a blank (space) is NOT a valid value.
	ALPHA: field must not start with a blank
	ALPHANUMERIC: field must not start with a blank
	NUMERIC: field must not start with a blank.
NUMERIC SPECIAL: as specified in field definition
	DATE: field must not be zero filled.

O	Optional field that must be made available by the software developer for the entity to complete. Entities must complete the field if the data is available.
	ALPHA: if not present, leave the field blank.
	ALPHANUMERIC: if not present, leave the field blank.
	NUMERIC: if not present, leave the field blank.
NUMERIC SPECIAL: as specified in field definition
	DATE: if not present, leave the field blank.
			
C	Conditional field that must be made available by the software developer for the entity to complete. Entities must complete the field as specified.

When the condition in either of the fields is met as per the definition, the field then becomes mandatory. 

If the condition is not met, the field must be reported as follows
	ALPHA: if not present, leave the field blank.
	ALPHANUMERIC: if not present, leave the field blank.
	NUMERIC: if not present, leave the field blank.
NUMERIC SPECIAL: as specified in field definition.
DATE: if not present.

Field name – a brief description of the field.

Reference number – the definition reference number. These definitions can be found in Data field definitions and edit rules.
[bookmark: _Toc91074395][bookmark: _Toc238136892][bookmark: _Hlk87368235]File Structure
· The first row of the file will contain the file header data.
· The second row of the file will contain the header data record field name columns.
· Each subsequent row of the file will contain the data elements listed in the member’ data record.
· Each data element will follow in order and be separated by a comma 
· Each individual’s request data will be on its own row. 

[image: ] Each unique member’s data will be on its own row.
[bookmark: _Toc91074396][bookmark: _Toc238136893]File Header record 
	Column
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Reference number

	1
	9
	AN
	M
	Report specification version number
	5.1

	2
	13
	AN
	M
	File Type
	5.2

	3
	11
	N
	M
	Fund ABN
	5.3

	4
	14
	AN
	O
	Fund USI
	5.4

	5
	14
	DT
	M
	Date/time of transmission created in format (yyyymmddhhmmss)
	5.5

	6
	7
	N
	M
	Row count
	5.6



[bookmark: _Toc418589420]
 
[bookmark: _Toc238136894]Member data record
	Column
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Reference number

	1
	3 or 13
	AN
	M
	ATO_Reference
	5.7

	2
	200
	AN
	O
	Supplier_Name
	5.8

	3
	11
	N
	O
	Supplier_ABN
	5.9

	4
	200
	AN
	M
	Fund_Name
	[bookmark: a32][bookmark: d6_8][bookmark: a5_10]5.10

	5
	11
	N
	M
	Fund_ABN
	5.11

	6
	14
	AN
	O
	Fund_USI
	5.4

	7
	9
	N
	O
	Member_TFN
	5.12

	8
	40
	AN
	M
	Member_Family_Name
	5.13

	9
	40
	AN
	C
	Member_Given_Name
	5.14

	10
	40
	AN
	C
	Member_Other_Given_Name
	5.15

	11
	10
	D
	M
	Member_Date_of_Birth
	5.16

	12
	16
	AN
	M
	Member_Account_Number
	5.17

	13
	4
	Y
	M
	FY_in_Focus
	5.18

	14
	13
	AN 
	M
	Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings
	5.19

	15
	3
	AN
	C
	Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason
	5.20

	16
	1
	A
	M
	Declaration_Name
	5.21

	17
	10
	D
	M
	Declaration_Received_Date
	5.22


[bookmark: _Toc418589421]



[bookmark: _Toc418589423][bookmark: _Toc238136895]6 Data field definitions and validation rules
[bookmark: _Toc418589425][bookmark: _Toc238136896]Reporting of name fields
For entities, the components of the individual’s name – surname or family name, first given name, and second given name must be reported in the separate fields as specified. Titles, prefixes and suffixes (for example, Ms, Mr, Dr, and OBE) should not be included when reporting names.

[image: ] Where the individual has a legal single name only, the Given name and Other given name fields must be blank. The legal single name must be provided in the Family name field.


 All keyboard characters are acceptable for the Surname, First given name and Second given name field.
Except for greater than and less than symbol.
[bookmark: _Toc418589426]
Where name fields are reported, they must not contain a blank at the beginning of the field, nor may they contain two spaces between words.
[bookmark: _Toc91074394][bookmark: _Toc238136897]Using commas in field values
Where a comma is used in a value, the entire value must be enclosed with inverted commas. You can enclose an entire value in inverted commas for any field. Refer to CSV specification https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc4180

For example address 44, 157 Spring Place would be reported as “44, 157 Spring place”
157 Spring Place is the same as “157 Spring Place”

For information on standard ATO formatting and reporting specifications go to 
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[bookmark: _Toc418589427][bookmark: _Toc238136898]Field definitions and edit rules
5.1	Report specification version number – This is the Report specification version number of the file, BTSC_v1.0.

5.2	File type– The File type is FUND_DIV296RFI.

5.3 	Fund Australian Business Number (ABN) – ABN of the superannuation fund. The ABN of the organisation and must be a valid ABN. Refer to section 9 Algorithms for information on ABN validation.

5.4	Fund Unique Superannuation Identifier (USI) – This is the superannuation fund’s unique identifier and needs to be supplied if available.

5.5	Date/timestamp of transmission – The date and time the report was created. It must be provided in the format CCYYMMDDhhmmss as one data string.

For example:
· 5 November, 2026, 8:15:30.40 am, AU Eastern Standard Time would be reported as 
2026110508153040
· 18 January, 2027, 1:30:00.00 pm, AU Eastern Standard Time would be reported as 
2027011813300000

5.6	Row Count – The number of member records supplied in the file.

5.7	ATO Reference – This is the ATO reference it is either SFT or a 13-digit number.

5.8	Supplier Name – Name of the supplier if available. 

If supplied the name reported in this field must correspond to the supplier ABN that is reported in the same record. This should be the name that appears on the ABR for that organisation.

5.9	Supplier Australian Business Number (ABN) – ABN of the supplier if available. The ABN of the organisation and must be a valid ABN. Refer to section 9 Algorithms for information on ABN validation.

5.10	Fund Name – This is the name of the superannuation fund that is lodging this document.

5.11	Australian Business Number (ABN) – ABN of the fund. The ABN must be a valid ABN. Refer to section 9 Algorithms for information on ABN validation.	
[bookmark: d8][bookmark: Def010]


 The field must contain at least one alpha character A-Z, a-z.
[bookmark: d9]
5.12 	Member Tax File Number (TFN) – When available the member current TFN must be reported in this field. This must be a valid TFN and not an exemption code. Refer to section 9 Algorithms for information on TFN validation.


[image: ] Where the individual has a legal single name only. The legal single name must be reported in the Surname or family name field.

5.13	Member Family Name – The Family Name or Surname of the member. Where the individual has a single legal name only, this field must be completed.

[image: ] The field must contain at least one alpha character A-Z, a-z.

5.14 	Member Given Name – The member first Given Name must be provided in this field unless you have a single legal name only.
[bookmark: d12][bookmark: Def015]
5.15	Member Other Given Name – The member Other Given Name may be provided 

5.16	Member Date of Birth – The member date of birth must be supplied and must be in the format dd/mm/yyyy
	
5.17	Member Account Number – The Member superannuation fund Account Number must be supplied.
5.18	Div 296 Tax Relevant Superannuation Earnings – The amount of relevant superannuation earnings attributable to the members super interest/s. 

5.19 	Tax Relevant Superannuation Earnings – The amount of relevant superannuation earnings attributable to the members super interest/s. 

[image: ] The value is in cents. So, if the amount is positive $12,345,678,901.23 then the amount to be entered is 12,345,678,90123. If the amount is negative i.e. - $1,234,567,890.12, then the amount to be entered is -123456789012. 

5.20 	Div 296 Tax Zero Relevant Superannuation Earnings Reported Reason -  If applicable, the reason why relevant superannuation earnings attributable to the member’s superannuation interest are nil. When Div 296 Tax Relevant Superannuation Earnings is zero the only permitted values are JDG, SHL, REV, FC or ZE. 

	[image: ] The only accepted codes are ATO, JDG, SHL, FC REV,or ZE.                                             ATO = Australian Taxation Office (2027 year only).  The transitional regulations apply to this interest and the ATO will calculate the relevant earnings in accordance with section 1000-8.03 of the regs.                                                                                                                   JDG = Chief Justice, Judge or Previous Judge with an interest in a fund established under the Judges Pension Act 1968 , the Judges Pension Act 1968 as it applies under the Supreme Court Act 1933 (ACT)  or the Supreme Court  (Judges Pension) Act 1980 (NT),
SHL = SHLOH as (outlined in the regulations) whose interest is in a Constitutionally Protected Fund,
FC = Chief Justice, Judge or previous Judge whose interest is a pensions payable under section 123 of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia Act 2021,
REV = Reversionary recipient of a Judge or SHLOH as outlined above,
ZE = Zero earnings- the amount of earnings attributed to the member is nil/zero.



5.21 	Declaration received – Declaration Received – enter Y to declare that :

If lodged by the superannuation provider or life insurance company (in substance):
· I declare that the information transmitted in this form is true and correct 

1. If lodged by an intermediary on behalf of the reporting party (as applicable) and 
 (in substance):
I declare:
·  I have prepared this document in accordance with the information supplied by the 
 entity.
·  I have received a declaration from the entity stating that the information provided to 
 me is true and correct.
·  I am authorised by the entity to give this document to the Commissioner.

	[image: ] The declaration received must be ‘Y’, or the file will be rejected.



5.22 	Declaration Received Date – The date the declaration was made and must be supplied must be in the format DD/MM/YYYY.

	[image: ] The preparation date field must be supplied. If it is not supplied the file will be rejected.
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[bookmark: _Toc238136899]7 Example of data file structure

The Superannuation company Futurescene is supplying information for a member whose total superannuation balance has exceeded $ the LSBT for the 2026 financial year.

The data file would be structured as follows:
[bookmark: _Toc238136900]File Header data record 
	Column
	Field name
	Contents

	1
	Report specification version number is BTSC_v1.0
	BTSC_v1.0

	2
	File Type
	FUND_DIV296RFI

	3
	Fund_ABN
	91919191119

	4
	Fund_USI
	91919191119001

	5
	Date/time of transmission
	20261101080000

	6
	Row count
	1



Following are sample records for Alfio Fabian Paramythia.
 i.e. with Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings is equal to zero.          
[bookmark: _Toc238136901]Member data record
	Column
	Field name
	Contents

	1
	ATO_Reference
	1123456579111

	2
	Supplier_Name
	Fund Admin Group

	3
	Supplier_ABN
	92929292929

	4
	Fund_Name
	Futurescene

	5
	Fund_ABN
	91919191119

	6
	Fund_USI
	91919191119001

	7
	Member_TFN
	100111222

	8
	Member_Family_Name
	Paramythia

	9
	Member_Given_Name
	Alfio

	10
	Member_Other_Given_Name
	Fabian

	11
	Member_Date_of_Birth
	11/11/1991

	12
	Member_Account_Number
	7878118811992245

	13
	FY_in_focus
	2026

	14
	Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings
	0

	15
	Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason
	JDG

	16
	Declaration_Received
	Y

	17
	Declaration_Received_Date
	13/05/2026


         



Following are sample records for Alfio Fabian Paramythia.
 i.e. with Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings is not equal to zero.
[bookmark: _Toc238136902]Member data record
	Column
	Field name
	Contents

	1
	ATO_Reference
	1123456579

	2
	Supplier_Name
	Fund Admin Group

	3
	Supplier_ABN
	92929292929

	4
	Fund_Name
	Futurescene

	5
	Fund_ABN
	91919191119

	6
	Fund_USI
	91919191119001

	7
	Member_TFN
	100111222

	8
	Member_Family_Name
	Paramythia

	9
	Member_Given_Name
	Alfio

	10
	Member_Other_Given_Name
	Fabian

	11
	Member_Date_of_Birth
	11/11/1991

	12
	Member_Account_Number
	7878118811992245

	13
	FY_in_focus
	2026

	14
	Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings
	32267

	15
	Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason
	

	16
	Declaration_Received
	Y

	17
	Declaration_Received_Date
	13/05/2026




























Following are sample records for Alfio Fabian Paramythia.
 i.e. with Declaration_Received is not ‘Y’.
[bookmark: _Toc238136903]Member data record
	Column
	Field name
	Contents

	1
	ATO_Reference
	1123456579

	2
	Supplier_Name
	Fund Admin Group

	3
	Supplier_ABN
	92929292929

	4
	Fund_Name
	Futurescene

	5
	Fund_ABN
	91919191119

	6
	Fund_USI
	91919191119001

	7
	Member_TFN
	100111222

	8
	Member_Family_Name
	Paramythia

	9
	Member_Given_Name
	Alfio

	10
	Member_Other_Given_Name
	Fabian

	11
	Member_Date_of_Birth
	11/11/1991

	12
	Member_Account_Number
	7878118811992245

	13
	FY_in_focus
	2026

	14
	Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings
	-32267

	15
	Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason
	

	16
	Declaration_Received
	N

	17
	Declaration_Received_Date
	13/05/2026





















Following are sample records for Alfio Fabian Paramythia.
 i.e. with Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings is a negative value.
[bookmark: _Toc238136904]Member data record
	Column
	Field name
	Contents

	1
	ATO_Reference
	1123456579

	2
	Supplier_Name
	Fund Admin Group

	3
	Supplier_ABN
	92929292929

	4
	Fund_Name
	Futurescene

	5
	Fund_ABN
	91919191119

	6
	Fund_USI
	91919191119001

	7
	Member_TFN
	100111222

	8
	Member_Family_Name
	Paramythia

	9
	Member_Given_Name
	Alfio

	10
	Member_Other_Given_Name
	Fabian

	11
	Member_Date_of_Birth
	11/11/1991

	12
	Member_Account_Number
	7878118811992245

	13
	FY_in_focus
	2026

	14
	Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings
	-32267

	15
	Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason
	

	16
	Declaration_Received
	Y

	17
	Declaration_Received_Date
	13/05/2026
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[bookmark: Amendments][bookmark: _Toc238136905]8 Example Validation reports Response

Example Validation reports Response
The following section explains how the validation report is structured.
[bookmark: _Toc91074407]Validation report naming convention
The following is the validation report filename convention. The validation report filename changes based on the request file lodgment status.

In the example below values contained within the <> are variable values. 

Validation report pattern: <FileType><DateStamp>< FileStatusCode ><ATOReference>.txt

	Variable
	Description
	Example

	FileType
	This is the content identified from the request file
	FUND_DIV296RFI


	DateStamp
	This is the timestamp when the Div 296
file sent.
	20260411081134

	FileStatusCode
	The validation status for the Div 296
file
	Successful

	ATOReference
	The identification number assigned by ATO
	2510001379156

	Extension

	The filename extension
	txt



	Validation Status
	FileStatusCode

	Lodgement failed
	Failed Format

	Lodgement successful
	Successful

	Lodgement completed. Possible errors found.
	Warnings

	Lodgment failed
	Failed Content






[bookmark: _Toc91074408]Example validation reports
The example below has a table with various validation status and validation report they might receive, based on the BTSC CSV files sent to ATO.

	Validation Status
	CSV File
	Validation report

	Successful
	

	


	Lodgment failed
	

	


	Lodgment failed – unknown file
	
	
















[bookmark: _Toc238136906][bookmark: Algorithms]9 Algorithms
[bookmark: _Toc238136907]ABN algorithm
The ABN algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as ABNs. Use of the algorithm is required, as it will minimise ABN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between your clients and the ATO. It is available from 
Format of the ABN | ABN Lookup.
[bookmark: _Toc238136908]ABN look up
The ABN Lookup is a facility that allows organisations to check details provided to them by their clients. The information that can be checked is publicly available information. The system allows organisations to confirm that the ABN provided to them is the correct one.

Whilst organisations are not required to check the details provided to them, it is good business practice to do so.

More information about the ABN Lookup facility is available from www.ato.gov.au  by searching for ABN Lookup or directly from www.business.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc238136909][bookmark: TFN]TFN algorithm
The tax file number (TFN) algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as TFNs. Its use in software is recommended as it will minimize TFN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between your organization or your clients and the ATO.

The TFN algorithm is available through Online Services for DSPs via the Collaboration Hub. If you’re a registered Online service for DSPs user, you can view this without needing to separately apply for access to each category. If you are not already registered for Online services for DSPs you can register here:

https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/OnlineservicesforDSPs





[bookmark: _Toc238136910]10 More information
[bookmark: _Toc238136911]Electronic specifications
If anything in this specification needs clarification, direct your enquiries to:
· phone 13 28 66
· email DPO@ato.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc238136912]Other enquiries
All other enquiries relating to Business transactions made through payment systems please contact 13 28 66.
[bookmark: _Toc238136913]Software developers homepage
Software developers, both in-house and commercial, who are developing or updating electronic reporting software, should use this specification for developing their application.
The Software developer’s homepage at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au has been designed to facilitate a partnership between the software development industry and the ATO.
The Software developer’s homepage provides a subscription service, registering or subscribing for updates is recommended for both in-house and commercial software developers.

For more information on the Software developers homepage:

· raise a request via Online services for DSPs;
· email the Digital Partnership Office (DPO) at DPO@ato.gov.au; or
· phone the SBR Service Desk on 1300 488 231 (select option 1).
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BTSC_valid_file.xlsx
2C704B34

		BTSC_v1.0		FUND_DIV296RFI		41234555669		25141234555666		20260715113404		3

		ATO_Reference		Supplier_Name		Supplier_ABN		Fund_Name		Fund_ABN		Fund_USI		Member_TFN		Member_Family_Name		Member_ Given_Name		Member_Other_Given_Name		Member_Date_of_Birth		Member_Account_Number		FY_in_Focus		Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings		Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason		Declaration_Received		Declaration_Received_Date

		SFT		Fund Admin Group		92929292929		Futurescene		91919191119		91919191119001		220116205		Paramythia		Alfio		Fabian		11/11/91		787811881		2026		12345645421		2/4/26		Ronald McDonald

		2611456789012		Fund Admin Group		92929292929		Futurescene		91919191119		91919191119001		220116221		Muppet		Queenie		Falasa		1/11/90		787311671		2026		0		JDG		2/4/26		Ronald McDonald

		SFT		Fund Admin Group		92929292929		Futurescene		91919191119		91919191119001				Hellini		Ernst				3/16/89		787418671		2026		56565633338		2/4/26		Ronald McDonald



&"Verdana"&10&KB40029 OFFICIAL&1#_x000D_	
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image14.emf
BTSC91991991991S uccessful2511623456121.txt


C0FBC0E6.txt
LODGMENT SUCCESSFUL



Your File DIV296RTF_91991991991_20250812091623.csv was received by the Australian Taxation Office.









================================================================================

Validation status:              Lodgment successful



Document name:                  DIV296RTF_91991991991_20250812091623



ATO Reference number:           2511623456121



Supplier ABN:                   91991991991



Supplier name:                  Futurescene



File type:                      BTSC (Better Targeted Superannuation concessions)



Specification Version Number:   1.0



Run type:                       P



Total record count:             1



Date/Time file received:        12/08/2025 09:16:23



File size (bytes):              2239



File sent by:                   admin



Reporting Entity Name and ABN or WPN:

=====================================

              BTSC



================================================================================



=================================END OF REPORT=================================




image15.emf
BTSC_lodgment_fail ed.csv


BTSC_lodgment_failed.csv
A5A551C0

		BTSC_v1.0		BTSC_RFI_File		20250825090134		1

		ATO_reference_from_DIV296RFI_file		Supplier_name		Supplier_ABN		Fund_Name		Fund_ABN		Fund_USI		Member's_TFN		Family_Name		Given_Name		Other_Given_Name		Date_of_Birth		Member_Account_Number		FY_in_focus		Div_296_Tax_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings		Div_296_Tax_Zero_Relevant_Superannuation_Earnings_Reported_Reason		Declaration_received		Declaration_received_date

		2511234565089		Fund Admin Group		92929292929		Futurescene		91919191119		91919191119001		100111222		Paramythia		Alfio		Fabian		11/11/91		787811881		2026		20000000000				yes		20270215










image16.emf
BTSC91991991991F ailedContent2510001379870.txt


68BFD0FA.txt
FAILED FILE CONTENT VALIDATION REPORT



Your File BTSC91991991991_20250825090134 was received by the Australian Taxation Office.



Your file contained errors that prevented processing it further. The errors found are listed below. Please correct the errors and resend the file.



Your file contained warnings because some of the fields contained data that may not be correct or data was missing. These are displayed as 'warnings' in the Summary and Detail of Warnings sections below.



We recommend you review the warnings to check that the information reported is correct and complete. If any of these fields need to be corrected you will need to correct the records and resend the file.



================================================================================

Validation status:              Lodgment failed



Document name:                  BTSC91991991991_20250825090134



ATO Reference number:           2510001379870



Supplier ABN:                   91991991991



Supplier name:                  Futurescene



File type:                      BTSC (Better Targeted Superannuation concessions)



Specification Version Number:   1.0



Run type:                       P



Total record count:             1



Total number of errors:         1



Date/Time file received:        25/08/2025 09:01:34



File size (bytes):              1450



File sent by:                   admin



Reporting Entity Name and ABN or WPN:

=====================================

BTSC



================================================================================

Reporting Entity:   BTSC

=======================



Summary of Errors:

------------------



Reason Code:  VR20                      Total errors:    1

Response must = Yes  Validation fails if declaration is not signed.



Detail of Errors:

-----------------



Reason  Record    Record         Reporting         Field Name                   Field Data

Code:   No.       Type           Reference

VR648   14        Member Data R  4521392138        Declaration_received       	No



=================================END OF REPORT=================================




image17.emf
UNKNOWNFailedFo rmat2510001391341.txt


29C25B0C.txt
FAILED FILE FORMAT VALIDATION REPORT



Your File BTSC91991991991_21.txt was received by the Australian Taxation Office. It contained errors that prevented processing it further.



The errors found are listed below. Please correct the errors and resend the file.







================================================================================

Validation status:              Lodgment failed



Document name:                  BTSC91991991991_21.txt



ATO Reference number:           2510001391341



Date/Time file received:        28/08/2025 11:04:40



File size (bytes):              3992



File sent by:                   fdgdfg dgdfgdfgdHoward



Reason:                         The version of this file type cannot be sent by this channel. Other report types and versions may be able to be sent through another ATO channel. More information can be found at: www.ato.gov.au/filetransfer or contact your software developer.





=================================END OF REPORT=================================




