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This was a closed meeting restricted to members of the STPTC Focus Group    ( ** indicates new member ) 

Digital Service Provider (DSP) members 
DSP Name (& company) 
Azeem Mohammed (Dept. Jobs)    ** 
Brett Reed (e-PayDay Pty Ltd) 
Deanne Windsor (Pendragon) 
Doreen Bhamji (Datacom) 
Graham Coutts (ADP) 
Jack Wee (Catsoft)                         **     
Martin Etherington (Xero)            
Samson Palkuri (Wolters Kluwer)   ** 
Theresa Kulik (Technology One)    ** 

 
CBR 
BNE 
BNE 
SYD 
MEL 
MEL 
CBR 
MEL 
BNE 

Representing software segment 
In-house s/w; Job agents, small business  
Payroll – Cloud / Desktop 
Payroll & ERP  
Payroll; NZ DSPs; 
Payroll; and Payroll bureaus 
Tax Preparation; Accounting - Desktop 
Payroll; cloud s/w 
Tax Prep; Accounting – Large Corporate 
Enterprise Software 

ATO members 
Cameron Everitt  
Gary Anderson  
Gerardine Burke  
Ian Colhoun 
Martin Kenseley  
Michael Connolly  
Michael Ferris 
Nicola Sellick 
Rodney Sheils 

ADL 
SYD 
BNE 
HOB 
CBR 
BNE 
CBR 
CBR 
MEL 

EST - Digital Wholesale Services (DWS) 
EST - Digital Wholesale Services (DWS) 
EST - Digital Wholesale Services (DWS) 
SMB - Single Touch Payroll 
EST - Digital Wholesale Services (DWS) 
EST – Application Architecture and Design (AAD)  
EST - Digital Wholesale Services (DWS) 
EST – Application Architecture and Design (AAD)  
SMB – Field Client Engagement Group - PAYG  

 

Apologies ATO: Angela Lehmann, Desmond Parker, Kylie Johnston, Kym Myall, Michael Corrigan 

OUTCOMES: 

 Participants recommended that the ATO’s proposed changes to SBR2 TFND v5 would not 
adversely impact existing TFND submitters.  

 Participants recommended that ATO: 
o proceed with proposed changes to SBR2 TFND v5  (details on page 2 of this document) 
o publish information on intent via this focus group’s outcomes.  
o communicate changes to the software industry via normal channels and release notes  

 Focus group to be “on hold” regarding the extended goal of TFN declaration’s data alignment 
pending outcomes of the “declarations review” 

ACTIONS: 

 ATO to consider whether supplier/intermediary declaration element could remain optional for 
SBR2 TFND v5 

 All focus group memebrs to monitor progress of the “declarations review” before calling for a next 
meeting of the focus group to progress the extended goal of alignment of TFN declaration 
services. 

https://ato.webex.com/
https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/STPTCFG-TFNDEC_data_2019
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1. Confirmation of purpose and intent of the group and goals of this meeting 

Participants acknowledged the traditional owners and custodians of country throughout Australia 
and their continuing connection to land, waters and community, and paid respect to them and their 
cultures, and elders past and present. 

New members of the focus group were noted and the goals of the group were confirmed:  

1. Immediate goal:  (This meeting)  

To identify irritants that can be addressed immediately for the data elements of the TFND 

and/or PAYEVNT web services 
Note (1) A document  TFNDEC_vs_PAYEVNT_comparisons(XLS), had been tabled 21 Nov 2018.   

2. Extended goal:  (future meetings) 

To document a recommendation to the STPTC on:  

 confirming the future need for a separate TFND rather than incorporating within 

PAYEVNT 

 the potential (of ATO and the software industry) to align the data collected in the TFNDEC 

form with the TFND and PAYEVNT services 

 impacts, risks, benefits of implementing changes and of not implementing changes 

2. Changes proposed to SBR2 TFND v5 to resolve immediate irritants.  

Ref: STPTC 21 Nov 2018 TFNDEC vs PAYEVNT (xlsx)  
Ref: TFNDV5 to Payevnt (PDF) – Provided to participants  (and herein as Appendix below ) 

 ATO proposed changes to TFND v5 SBR2 to alleviate immediate irritants including: 
TFND6     Supplier Name                                    set Min Occurs to 0 – element not present in PAYEVNT 
TFND206 Supplier Business Address Details:    set Min Occurs to 0 – element not present in PAYEVNT 
TFND64  Supplier contact telephone area code: remove element 
TFND8    Supplier contact telephone number:     update guidance to allow area code to be included  
TFND68  Payer contact telephone area code:     remove element 
TFND36   Payer contact telephone number:        update guidance to allow area code to be included 

       TFND38   Payee Tax File Number:                       allow dummy TFNs here to match PAYEVNTEMP pattern 
TFND260 Supplier Declaration:                            set as mandatory if a supplier section is supplied. 

       IMPORTANT:  the listed changes were discussion points and are indicative of proposed changes.  
       It should not be relied on as a specification.  Specifications for TFND v5 will be released through the normal channels. 

 ATO confirmed previous versions of TFND (e.g. in SBR1) would continue to be supported (until 
deprecated advice is provided at some future stage as normal). 

 ATO encouraged DSPs to move from SBR1 versions to SBR2 versions 

 Participants confirmed that: 
o Changes should not impact significantly on existing TFND submitters 
o Changes would alleviate irritants for PAYEVNT submitters seeking to implement TFND 

 Participants raised concern over mandatory declarations for supplier/intermediary.  
ACTION: ATO to consider whether supplier/intermediary declaration element could remain 
optional for SBR2 TFND v5 

 Focus group made recommendation as: 
o ATO to proceeded with proposed changes to SBR2 TFND v5. 
o Publish information on intent via this focus group documentation channel. 
o Communicate changes to the software industry via normal channels and release notes. 

3. NEXT STEPS  - regarding the extended goal on alignment of TFN declaration services. 

a) The focus group acknowledged it best to set this group “on hold” and wait until after the 
outcomes of  the “declarations review” which was reported as underway.  

ACTION: All focus group memebrs to monitor progress of the “declarations review” before 
calling for a next meeting to progress the extended goal on alignment of TFN dec. services  

b) DSPs noted that Tax file number (TFN) declaration self-print specification  ver 1.1.2 still contains 

the Student Financial Supplement Scheme (SFSS) field. 

POSTSCRIPT: 17/01/2019: The revised version (due for publishing soon) corrects this.  

When published, DSPs will be notificed through the normal communcations channels. 

https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/sites/default/files/resource-attachments/STPTC_20181121_TFNDEC_vs_PAYEVNT_comparisons.xlsx
https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/STPTC20181121
https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/sites/default/files/resource-attachments/STPTC_20181121_TFNDEC_vs_PAYEVNT_comparisons.xlsx
https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/TFNselfprintspecification
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APPENDIX -  Extract from document “TFNDV5_to_Payevnt.PDF” provided to participants. 

 
IMPORTANT:  
This document was used as a discussion paper and is indicative of proposed changes.  
It should not be relied on as a specification.   
Specifications for TFND v5 will be released through the normal channels. 

 

 
 

. . .  appendix continues next page 
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APPENDIX (continued)-  Extract from document “TFNDV5_to_Payevnt.PDF” provided to participants. 
 

IMPORTANT:  
This document was used as a discussion paper and is indicative of proposed changes.  
It should not be relied on as a specification.   
Specifications for TFND v5 will be released through the normal channels. 

 

 

 


