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CHANGES IN THIS VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION

Differences between version 3.2.1 and version 3.2.2

General key changes
· General wording changes to allow for consistency, update and clarify information and processes
· Changes have not been tracked where sentences have been restructured and the intent/information has not changed

Changes to data records, values and definitions

· Remove ECI references throughout the whole specification and update with online services
· Add alert boxes to Report specification version number and Contribution type definitions detailing that FHSA has been decommissioned and related values will no longer be accepted by the ATO
· Add alert boxes to related definitions that references Contribution type detailing that FHSA has been decommissioned and related values will no longer be accepted by the ATO
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ACRONYMS

	Acronym
	Description

	ABN
	Australian business number

	ADF
	approved deposit fund

	ATO
	Australian Taxation Office

	BECS
	Bulk Electronic Clearing System

	ECIDPO
	Digital Partnership Officeelectronic commerce interface

	FHSA
	first home saver account

	LISC
	low income super contribution

	PVA
	payment variation advice

	SG
	super guarantee

	SHA
	superannuation holding account

	SILU
	Software Industry Liaison Unit

	TFN
	tax file number

	USM
	unclaimed super money




DEFINITIONS

	Term
	Definition

	Member
	For the purpose of this document, a member is defined as:
a member of a super fund,
a depositor in an approved deposit fund (ADF), or
a holder of a retirement savings account (RSA).

	Provider 

	A provider is a super fund, ADF or an RSA provider. In limited circumstances a life insurance company may also be a provider. It is the responsibility of the provider to ensure that the Payment variation advice (PVA) statement is completed and lodged correctly with the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).

	Destination provider
	This is the superannuation provider to which the transferor provider transfers a rollover superannuation benefit to. The destination provider receives from the transferor provider a Rollover benefits statement or an equivalent message using the rollover data standard. 

	Supplier
	This is the organisation (as authorised by the provider) that gives the statement on behalf of the providers being reported for. A supplier may be a super administrator, tax agent, accountant, employee of a provider or any other properly authorised legal entity. It may also be the provider itself lodging on its own behalf (for example, a super fund or its corporate trustee). 
The supplier is the organisation who lodges the PVA statement with the ATO. 
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[bookmark: STARTINGNUMBER][bookmark: _Toc180572679][bookmark: _Toc180569899][bookmark: _Toc183229682][bookmark: _Toc185999578][bookmark: _Toc188342004][bookmark: _Toc26447315]1 Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc180572680][bookmark: _Toc180569900][bookmark: _Toc185999579][bookmark: _Toc188342005][bookmark: _Toc26447316]About Payment variation advices
A Payment variation advice (PVA) statement must be lodged by a super provider where they cannot accept: 
· credit payments issued in a Remittance advice to the provider for one or more members, or
· debit requests issued in a Recovery notice to the provider for one or more members. 

[image: ] This specification is only to be used for super accounts. The Electronic reporting specification – first home saver accounts payment variation advice (FHSAPVA) statement is to be used for rejecting credit payments or debit requests from first home saver accounts (FHSA).
[bookmark: _Toc188342006][bookmark: _Toc26447317]About this specification
This specification describes the data structure and format requirements for a PVA statement and provides the conventions necessary for making payments associated with a PVA statement. 

[image: ] This specification is not intended to, nor does it provide a guide to the relevant legislation.
[bookmark: _Toc183229683][bookmark: _Toc180572681][bookmark: _Toc180569901][bookmark: _Toc185999580][bookmark: _Toc188342007][bookmark: _Toc26447318]Who should use this specification
This specification is to be used in the development of software for super providers, suppliers and tax agents to lodge electronic PVA statements. From 1 JulyMarch 202013 only version 3.2.21 of the electronic reporting specification will be accepted. 
[bookmark: _Toc180572682][bookmark: _Toc180569902][bookmark: _Toc183229684][bookmark: _Toc185999581][bookmark: _Toc188342008][bookmark: _Toc26447319]Lodging Onlinevia the internet
From the 2019-20 financial year onwards, providers and other organisations can lodge PVA statements online using the Business Portal  File Transfer statusSuper providers can lodge statements via the internet through the free Australian Taxation Office (ATO) electronic commerce interface (ECI) software. 

Lodging using the internetonline will:
· reduce paperwork,
· provide a secure way for reports to be lodged,
· provide an online receipt when the report is lodged,
· ensure that all of the necessary fields to lodge the report have been completed, via in-built checks, and
· be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
[bookmark: _Toc180572683][bookmark: _Toc180569903][bookmark: _Toc183229685][bookmark: _Toc185999582][bookmark: _Toc188342009][bookmark: _Toc26447320]2 Legal requirements
[bookmark: _Toc188342010][bookmark: _Toc26447321][bookmark: _Toc180572685][bookmark: _Toc180569905][bookmark: _Toc183229686]Reporting obligations
Providers are required to report to the ATO details of any member credit payment or debit request which cannot be processed, with any rejected payments, no later than the number of days outlined for each PVA type listed below:

	Payment Variation Type
	Due Date

	Co-contribution recovery of overpayments
	28 days after the recovery notice is given

	Co-contribution remittance advice
	35 days from the day after it was received from the ATO

	Super guarantee (SG) recovery
	30 days after the recovery notice is given

	SG remittance advice
	30 days from becoming aware of the inability to accept an amount

	Superannuation holding accounts (SHA) special account co-contribution remittance
	35 days from the day after it was received from the ATO

	SHA special account employer contribution remittance
	30 days from becoming aware of the inability to accept an amount

	Unclaimed super money (USM) remittance
	28 days after the notice is given

	USM recovery
	28 days after the recovery notice is given

	FHSA government contribution recovery of overpayments
	28 days after the issue date shown on a recovery notice

	FHSA government contribution remittance advice
	35 days from the day the amount was paid

	Low income super contributions (LISC) recovery of overpayments
	28 days after the recovery notice is given

	LISC remittance advice
	35 days from the day after it was received from the ATO

	SHA special account low income superannuation contribution remittance
	35 days from the day after it was received from the ATO.




Generally, the provider’s obligation arises under legislation governing:
· super co-contributions 
· low income super contributions (LISC)
· super guarantee (SG)
· superannuation holding accounts (SHA) special account
· Government FHSA contributions
· USM
[bookmark: _Toc185999583][bookmark: _Toc188342011][bookmark: _Toc26447322]Reporting details to the ATO                                                     
Any member credit payment or debit request which cannot be processed needs to be reported on a PVA statement and include details of:
· the relevant provider,
· member credit payments or debit requests being rejected and the reason for rejection, and
· payments being repaid to the ATO.

[image: ] Do not lodge a PVA statement if the Remittance advice or Recovery notice is not rejected.
[bookmark: _Toc185999584][bookmark: _Toc188342012][bookmark: _Toc26447323]Reasons for lodging a Payment variation advice 
A PVA statement must be used to report member credit payments or member debit requests rejected by a provider including where:
· member benefits have been transferred out, or the member’s account is no longer in an accumulation phase,
· the member account referred to in the Remittance advice or Recovery notice is not known to the provider,
· the member account does not accept super co-contribution, LISC, USM, SG allocation payments, SHA special account allocation payments or Government FHSA contributions the ATO has made,
· there are insufficient contribution payments made by the ATO in the member account to allow a recovery request to be satisfied.
[bookmark: _Toc180837483][bookmark: _Toc183229687][bookmark: _Toc185999585][bookmark: _Toc188342013][bookmark: _Toc180572694][bookmark: _Toc180569914][bookmark: _Toc162334469][bookmark: _Toc180837486][bookmark: _Toc26447324]
Privacy

The Privacy Act 1988 limits the collection, storage, use and disclosure of personal information about individuals by the ATO, other Commonwealth Government departments and agencies.
 
New private sector provisions in the Privacy Act also regulate the way many private sector organisations collect, use, secure and disclose personal information. The private sector provisions aim to give people greater control over the way information about them is handled in the private sector by requiring organisations to comply with ten national privacy principles. These principles give individuals the right to know what information an organisation holds about them and a right to correct that information if it is wrong.
 
The Privacy Commissioner’s Guidelines to the Australian Privacy Principles and other relevant information sheets are available at www.oaic.gov.au.
 
It is the responsibility of private sector organisations to obtain their own advice on the effect of privacy law, including the Australian Privacy Principles on their operations.


REGISTRATION WITH THE TAX PRACTITIONERS BOARD  
Under the Tax Agent Services Act 2009 (TASA), entities that provide a tax agent service for a fee or reward are required to be registered with the Tax Practitioners Board (TPB). The TPB has released an information sheet to assist software providers who provide tax related software systems to understand the operation and impact of the tax agent services regime. In particular, the information sheet:

· provides guidance on which situations may or may not require registration with the TPB as a tax or BAS agent; and 
· outlines procedures and processes that software providers need to have in place (where relevant) to ensure that they are not regarded as providing a tax agent service.

Therefore it is important for all software providers to be aware of the requirements of the TASA and, if appropriate, comply with the obligations that exist within it. 
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[bookmark: reportproc][bookmark: _Toc26447325]3 Reporting procedures
[bookmark: _Toc99348116][bookmark: _Toc110917459][bookmark: _Toc162334467][bookmark: _Toc180837484][bookmark: _Toc185999586][bookmark: _Toc188342014][bookmark: _Toc26447326][bookmark: _Toc155507530][bookmark: _Toc155585435][bookmark: _Toc158104775]Reporting for the first time
Software developers designing software for the electronic generation of the PVA statement should refer to this specification when developing their application. Information is also available on the Software developers homepage website at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au. 

The Software developers homepage website is maintained by the ATO on behalf of, and in consultation with, the software development industry and business advisers. It facilitates the development and listing of software which may assist businesses to meet their tax reporting obligations.

Commercial software developers are required to register on the Software developers homepage website if they wish to list their products. Software developers who do not wish to list products do not need to register in order to access information. Subscribing for email updates is recommended for developers to be notified of significant issues and new and updated specifications.
[bookmark: _Toc496701995][bookmark: _Toc26447327][bookmark: _Toc162334468][bookmark: _Toc180837485][bookmark: _Toc185999587][bookmark: _Toc188342015]Test facility
A test facility is provided to software developers to self-test the contents of test files. It is accessed using a user ID and password. 

The test facility supports testing of files that comply with the latest versions of electronic reporting specifications. It cannot be used to make lodgments to the ATO.

The same validation process will be applied to files checked in the test facility and files that will be lodged via the ATO portals.

To test a file:
1 Prepare the files using software developed in accordance with the published reporting specifications.
2 Log in to the test facility using the user ID and password.
3 Select Send data located in the left hand menu.
4 Select Browse to locate the file and then select OK.
5 Select Send to submit the file to the ATO, where it will be checked for format compatibility and data quality.
6 Select Transaction history to confirm the file has been uploaded. This can be done while the file is being validated for errors and warnings.
7 When the validation is complete select Download from the Transaction history screen to download the validation report confirming the data is in a valid format or detailing any errors found.




[bookmark: _Toc496701996][bookmark: _Toc26447328]Accessing the test facility
To obtain a user ID and password for the test facility, complete the File transfer test facility registration form at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/bulktest. The test facility can be accessed from the same location.
 
	[image: ] For support in the use of the test facility, including password reset: 
· email ATOBulkDataTransfer@ato.gov.au, or 
· phone (02) 6216 4004 between 8.30am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday AEST.


Test data
The ATO has developed a Practice Facility that software developers (including report developers and suppliers) may use to self test the contents of their electronic PVA statement.

The ATO ECI Practice Facility can be downloaded and installed on a local computer and used offline to validate the information provided in various report files.

The ECI Practice Facility generates a comprehensive report of any errors detected during the validation process, which will help developers to correct their reports. This will help ensure that the accounting software package complies with this specification.
[bookmark: _Toc208819537][bookmark: _Toc256583084][bookmark: _Toc287969441][bookmark: _Toc311459362][bookmark: _Toc317059341][bookmark: _Toc329765578][bookmark: _Toc185999588][bookmark: _Toc188342016]Installing the ECI Practice Facility
1. Go to http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/links to read the installation instructions. 
2. In the left hand menu, select Download & Install and follow the steps.
3. When the application has been successfully installed and opened, select Super Funds from the left hand menu column.

Installing the ECI Practice Facility will only allow you to perform testing functions. 

[bookmark: top][image: ] For assistance with installing and using the ECI Practice Facility: 
· phone the Software industry liaison unit (SILU) on 1300 139 052, or
· email silu@ato.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc496701997][bookmark: _Toc26447329]Reporting electronically
[image: ] PVA must be sent to the ATO electronically via the Business Portal.

Intermediaries / Reporters are able to lodge the PVA electronically via the portal where the data file has been prepared and stored locally.

On screen confirmation will be provided once the file has been sent. The ATO will perform data quality and format compatibility checks after the data file is sent. If the user selects the email acknowledgement option in the Lodge file process, an email will be provided confirming that the files have been successfully lodged with the ATO. A validation report will be available in the portal to advise if the report was successfully validated or if there are any problems.

[image: attention_pms] For more information about Portal file transfer go to www.ato.gov.au/onlineservices

The security features of the portals address the most commonly held concerns over internet-based electronic dealings, namely:

· authentication (the sender is who they say they are),
· confidentiality (the communication can only be read by the intended recipient),
· integrity (the transmission cannot be altered without detection while in transit), and
· non-repudiation (there is a record of the transmission and content).






Reporting via the internet
Suppliers are able to submit the electronic PVA statement file via the ECI when a data file has been prepared and is stored locally.

Data quality and format compatibility checks are performed by the ECI software when the data file is sent. The supplier is immediately advised of any problems. Automatic acknowledgment is provided when the files have been successfully received by the ATO.

The security features of the ECI address the most commonly held concerns over internet-based electronic commerce, namely: 
· authentication (the sender is who they say they are),
· confidentiality (the communication can only be read by the intended recipient),
· integrity (the transmission cannot be altered without detection while in transit), and
· non-repudiation (the sender cannot later deny the transmission and content).
[bookmark: _Toc185999589][bookmark: _Toc188342017]Setting up for the ECI
To use the ECI for reporting a PVA statement to the ATO, it is necessary to have: 
· an Australian business number (ABN) – apply electronically for an ABN using the Australian Business Register website at www.abr.gov.au, 
· an AUSkey registration – at www.auskey.abr.gov.au, and 
· the ECI software installed on the supplier’s computer. 

[bookmark: _Toc496701998][bookmark: _Toc26447330]Getting started
To log in to the Business Portal you can use either:

· myGovID and Relationship Authorisation Manager (RAM) – available for eligible businesses to use

From March 2020, My GovID and RAM will replace AUSkey and Mannage ABN Connections.


For more information to assist with lodging via the Business portal see the below links:
· Accessing files sent by ATO 
· How to access a file
· Notification emails

[image: ] For more information about the Business Portal go to: www.ato.gov.au/onlineservices.

[bookmark: Content]




[bookmark: _Toc438131427][bookmark: _Toc446072894][bookmark: _Toc446597338]Data quality
The ATO will process all electronic reports promptly. During processing, the information is checked for format compatibility and is subjected to data quality testing. If necessary intermediaries or reporters will be contacted with details of corrective action required.

The quality of the data provided in each report will be monitored and the ATO will advise clients if the data contained in the reports is unsatisfactory. Failure to comply with field data formats may result in rejection of the report. Corrective action is then required before re-lodgment.[image: attention_pms] For more information about AUSkey go to: www.ato.gov.au/onlineservices.  
[bookmark: _Toc180572696][bookmark: _Toc180569916][bookmark: _Toc183229690][bookmark: _Toc185999590][bookmark: _Toc188342018]Installing ECI software
Go to http://eci.ato.gov.au to read the installation instructions and to check minimum hardware and software requirements.
In the left hand menu, select Download & Install and follow the steps.
Once the application has been successfully installed and opened, select Super Funds from the left hand menu column.

[image: ] For assistance with installing and using the ECI software: 
phone 1300 139 373,
email technical.help@ato.gov.au, or
web www.ato.gov.au\technicalhelpdesk.
[bookmark: _Toc185999596][bookmark: _Toc188342024]
[bookmark: _Toc26447331]Backup of data 
It is the responsibility of the supplier to keep backups of data supplied to the ATO, so that data can be re-supplied if necessary. It is the responsibility of the provider to keep effective records as part of their tax reporting obligations.
[bookmark: _Toc185999597][bookmark: _Toc188342025][bookmark: _Toc26447332][bookmark: Physicalspecification]
4 Physical specifications 
[bookmark: _Toc185999599][bookmark: _Toc188342026]The ATO no longer accepts lodgment of electronic PVA statement on any type of electronic storage media. If a PVA statement is submitted on a floppy disk, zip disk, CD-ROM, DVD, DAT, cartridge or USB/flash drive, the media will be sent back to the supplier for lodgment via an acceptable channel. Until the PVA statement is received via an acceptable channel, the provider may not have fulfilled their reporting obligations.

The ECI can be used to lodge the same dataset format. For more information on lodging via ECI see section 3 Reporting procedures.


[bookmark: _Toc188342031][bookmark: _Toc26447333][bookmark: _Toc185999604]
5 Data file format
[bookmark: _Toc188342032][bookmark: _Toc26447334]File structure diagram


[bookmark: _Toc188342033][bookmark: _Toc26447335]
File content
[bookmark: _Toc184445060]Each file (dataset) must contain the three Supplier data records (page 12 and 13) that identify, among other things, the type of report and the contact name and address of the supplier of the report.

The Supplier data records (page 12 and 13) must be the first three records on each file. They must be reported once only and must be followed directly by the first Provider identity data record.

[image: ] A PVA statement cannot contain variations for both a Remittance advice and a Recovery notice.

[bookmark: _Toc184445061][bookmark: _Toc184445062][bookmark: _Toc184445063]The first Provider identity data record (page 13) must appear as the fourth record on the file. This record identifies the provider that subsequent Payment identity data records and Member variation data records relate to.

The Payment identity data record (page 14) contains the details of the Bulk Electronic Clearing System (BECS) direct credit, BPAY or cheque payment the provider has made. This data record will only be used if the PVA statement is for the rejection of member credit payments relating to a Remittance advice.

The BECS direct credit, BPAY or cheque payment amount is for the gross amount of the contributions to be refunded to the ATO. The payment amount must equal the sum of rejected member credit payments reported in the PVA statement.

The Member variation data record (page 14) contains the reason why a member credit payment cannot be accepted or a member debit request cannot be paid.

[image: ] All member variations in a PVA statement must be of the same contribution type.

The Amounts transfer-out data record (page 15) contains transferred out information for a member’s account due to:
· a rollover to another provider,
· a lump sum payment or commencement of a pension or annuity to the member,
· a death benefit payment, or
· a divorce settlement payment to a non-member spouse.

[image: image001] Destination member account and provider details where contributions were transferred must be included here.

[image: image001] If member contributions have been transferred to more than one destination, all destination transfer details must be reported.

The File total data record (page 15) must be the last record on the file to indicate the end of the data. It contains the total number of records in the data file.
[bookmark: _Toc185999628][bookmark: _Toc188342034][bookmark: _Toc26447336]Sort order of the report data file
The sort order of the report data file must be as follows:
· the three Supplier data records,
· then the Provider identity data record,
· then the Payment identity data record for the payment the provider has made to the ATO (if applicable),
· then the Member variation data record for the first member,
· then the first Amounts transfer-out data record for that member (if applicable), and
· then the File total data record must be placed at the end of the file.

If there is another member to report for that provider, then the next Member variation data record must be placed after the previous member’s Member variation data record or Amounts transfer-out data record (where applicable).

If there is another report from a different provider to be included within the same file, then a Provider identity data record and any Payment identity data record, Member variation data record(s) and Amounts transfer-out data record(s) for the next provider must follow the last Member variation data record or Amounts transfer-out data record (where applicable) for the previous provider.
[bookmark: _Toc184433965][bookmark: _Toc185999629][bookmark: _Toc188342035][bookmark: _Toc26447337]
File structure example
[bookmark: _Toc184433966][bookmark: _Toc185999630][bookmark: _Toc188342036][bookmark: _Toc26447338]PVA statement for Remittance advice 
	Supplier data record 1 

	Supplier data record 2 

	Supplier data record 3 



	Provider identity data record 

	Payment identity data record 

	Member variation data record 

	Amounts transfer-out data record 

	Amounts transfer-out data record 

	Member variation data record 



	[bookmark: _Toc184433967]File total data record


[bookmark: _Toc185999631]
[bookmark: _Toc188342037][bookmark: _Toc26447339]PVA statement for Recovery notice 
	Supplier data record 1 

	Supplier data record 2 

	Supplier data record 3 



	Provider identity data record 

	Member variation data record 

	Amounts transfer-out data record 

	Amounts transfer-out data record 

	Member variation data record 



	File total data record



[bookmark: _Toc188342039][bookmark: recordspecifications][bookmark: _Toc26447340]
6 Record specifications
[bookmark: _Toc188342040][bookmark: _Toc26447341]Header records 
Multiple data files created must follow the naming convention set out below.

The name of the files must be of the form:
PMTVARAD.Fnn 
where nn can have the values 01 to 99.

For a single file the name must be:
PMTVARAD or
PMTVARAD.F01

For example, transmissions containing 3 files would use the following names:
PMTVARAD.F01
PMTVARAD.F02
PMTVARAD.F03 
[bookmark: _Toc181519109][bookmark: _Toc185999609][bookmark: _Toc188342045][bookmark: _Toc26447342]CR, LF and EOF markers
The ATO prefers data to be supplied without carriage-return (CR), linefeed (LF) or end-of-file (EOF) markers. However if these characters cannot be removed, the following rules apply:

EOF (if supplied)
(a)	one and only one EOF character is to be supplied and must be the last character on the file.
(b)	if CR/LF characters are used, one EOF character may also be supplied as the last character on the file. In this case, the last three characters on the file will be CR/LF/EOF (in that order).

CR/LF (if supplied)
(c)	if CR/LF characters are supplied, they must always occur together as a coupled pair and be at the end of each record, or
(d)	the CR/LF coupled pair of characters may occur on the last record as the last two characters only. In this case, all preceding records must not have CR/LF characters. A special case can occur if only one coupled pair CR/LF is used in conjunction with an EOF character where the last three characters will be CR/LF/EOF (see (b) above).

CR/LF and EOF characters are not part of the data supplied and, if used, must be additional characters to the record length.

Record length (character position 1-3) in all records must be 996.

A simple check can be used to ensure that the record length of a fixed length file is correct. The length of the file supplied to the ATO must be a multiple of the fixed record length.

For example, for files that do not contain CR/LF at the end of each record.
PMTVARAD file record length is 996 characters
Length of the file PMTVARAD = 74,700
74,700 / 996 = 75 and 0 remainder
Therefore the file PMTVARAD is OK

If length of the file PMTVARAD = 8,000
8,000 / 996 = 8 and 32 remainder
Therefore, there is an error in the file PMTVARAD

For example, for files that contain CR/LF at the end of each record. This is only a check of the file length and the 998 characters must only be used for division. All record lengths in the data must be 996.
PMTVARAD file record length is 998 characters (record 996 + CR/LF 2)
Length of the file PMTVARAD = 99,800
99,800 / 998 = 100 and 0 remainder
Therefore the file PMTVARAD is OK

If length of the file PMTVARAD = 8,000
8,000 / 998 = 8 and 16 remainder
Therefore, there is an error in the file PMTVARAD

 If an error in the division occurs, the file must be corrected before it is sent to the ATO.

Examples of errors that may occur:
· One or more of the records is longer or shorter than the fixed length of 996 characters.
· There are characters at the end of the file which need to be removed. For example:
· an extra EOF marker,
· an additional CR/LF (if providing CR/LF there should only be one CR/LF at the end of the file) (see above), or
· binary zeros.

[bookmark: _Toc185999632][bookmark: _Toc188342046][bookmark: _Toc26447343]
Description of terms used in data record specifications
The tables listed below provide details of each data record and its elements. The tables contain the following standard columns:

Character position – the start and end position of the field in the record.

Field length – the length of the data item in bytes.

Field format – the format type of the field:

A	is alphabetic (A-Z) one byte per character. This field must be in upper case and left justified. Characters not used must be blank filled.

For example, SMITH in a ten character field would be reported as SMITHbbbbb (the character b is used to indicate blanks).

AN	is alphanumeric – one byte per character. This field must be in upper case and left justified. Characters not used must be blank filled.

For example, 10 FIRST STREET in a 20 character alphanumeric field would be reported as 10bFIRSTbSTREETbbbbb (the character b is used to indicate blanks).

D	is a date in DDMMCCYY format. If the day or month components are less than 10, insert a leading zero.

For example:
26 March 202013 would be reported as 2603202013
9 November 20193 would be reported as 091120193

If the date is mandatory it must be a valid date, otherwise see date under the optional field type on the next page.

N	is numeric (0-9), one byte per digit. Numeric fields must be right justified and zero filled.

For example, 123456789 in an 11 digit field would be reported as 00123456789.

All of the amount fields are to be reported in cents and must not contain decimal points, commas or other non-numeric characters (for example $+-).

For example, in an 8 character numeric (amount) field:
$1,234.99 would be reported as 00123499
$122.16 would be reported as 00012216
$567.00 would be reported as 00056700, and
$0.00 would be reported as 00000000.

Field type – codes used are:

M	mandatory field that must be provided. For single character mandatory fields, blank (space) is not a valid value.
	ALPHA: field must not start with a blank or be blank filled.
	ALPHANUMERIC: field must not start with a blank or be blank filled.
	NUMERIC: field must not start with a blank but may be zero filled.
	DATE: field must not be zero filled.

O	optional field that must be made available by the software developer for the provider to complete. Providers must complete the field if the data is available.
ALPHA: if not present, field must be blank filled.
	ALPHANUMERIC: if not present, field must be blank filled.
	NUMERIC: if not present, field must be zero filled.
	DATE: if not present, field must be zero filled.

C	conditional field that must be made available by the software developer for the provider to complete. Providers must complete the field as specified.

For example, if the Street address postcode field on Supplier data record 3 is set to 9999, the Street address country field on that record becomes mandatory.

S	For use by the ATO. It must be either blank filled or zero filled.

Field name – a brief description of the field.

Field code – a unique code to identify the field for the Outcome of lodgment report.

Reference number – the definition reference number. These definitions can be found in Field definitions and edit rules.
[bookmark: _Toc185048915][bookmark: _Toc185999633][bookmark: _Toc188342047][bookmark: _Toc26447344][bookmark: datarecords]
Supplier data record 1 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	SD40
	7.1

	4-17
	14
	AN
	M
	Record identifier 
(=IDENTREGISTER1)
	SD23
	7.2

	18-28
	11
	N
	M
	Supplier Australian business number (ABN)
	SD02
	7.3

	29-29
	1
	AN
	M
	Run type (=T or P)
	SD24
	7.4

	30-37
	8
	D
	M
	File creation date
	SD01
	7.5

	38-38
	1
	A
	M
	Data type (=L) 
	SD25
	7.6

	39-39
	1
	A
	M
	Type of report (=V)
	SD26
	7.7

	40-40
	1
	A
	M
	Type of return media (=N or P)
	SD27
	7.8

	41-50
	10
	AN
	M
	Report specification version number
	SD08
	7.9

	51-996
	946
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185048916][bookmark: _Toc185999634][bookmark: _Toc188342048][bookmark: _Toc26447345][bookmark: aa2]Supplier data record 2 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	SD41
	7.1

	4-17
	14
	AN
	M
	Record identifier 
(=IDENTREGISTER2)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880592][bookmark: _Hlt29880620]SD29
	7.11

	18-217
	200
	AN
	M
	Supplier name
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880624]SD09
	7.12

	218-255
	38
	AN
	M
	Supplier contact name
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880631]SD11
	7.13

	256-270
	15
	AN
	M
	Supplier contact phone number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880633]SD12
	7.14

	271-285
	15
	AN
	O
	Supplier contact fax number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880635]SD13
	7.15

	286-301
	16
	AN
	O
	Supplier file reference
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880638]SD44
	7.16

	302-996
	695
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185048917][bookmark: _Toc185999635][bookmark: _Toc188342049][bookmark: _Toc26447346][bookmark: aa3]Supplier data record 3 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	SD42
	7.1

	4-17
	14
	AN
	M
	Record identifier 
(=IDENTREGISTER3)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880659]SD31
	7.17

	18-55
	38
	AN
	M
	Street address line 1
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880678][bookmark: _Hlt29880877]SD14
	7.18

	56-93
	38
	AN
	O
	Street address line 2
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880681][bookmark: _Hlt29880921]SD15
	7.18

	94-120
	27
	AN
	M
	Street address suburb, town or locality
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880924][bookmark: _Hlt29880683]SD16
	7.19

	121-123
	3
	AN
	M
	Street address state or territory
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880712][bookmark: _Hlt29880686]SD17
	7.20

	124-127
	4
	N
	M
	Street address postcode
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880689]SD18
	7.21

	128-147
	20
	AN
	C
	Street address country
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880934][bookmark: _Hlt29880692]SD32
	7.22

	148-185
	38
	AN
	O
	Postal address line 1
	[bookmark: _Hlt29897456]SD33
	7.23

	186-223
	38
	AN
	O
	Postal address line 2
	[bookmark: _Hlt29900740]SD34
	7.23

	224-250
	27
	AN
	C
	Postal address suburb, town or locality
	[bookmark: _Hlt29900746]SD35
	7.24

	251-253
	3
	AN
	C
	Postal address state or territory
	[bookmark: _Hlt29900767]SD36
	7.25

	254-257
	4
	N
	C
	Postal address postcode
	[bookmark: _Hlt29900771]SD37
	7.26

	258-277
	20
	AN
	C
	Postal address country
	[bookmark: _Hlt29900774]SD38
	7.27

	278-353
	76
	AN
	C
	Supplier email address
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880703][bookmark: _Hlt29880949]SD19
	7.28

	354-996
	643
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185999636][bookmark: _Toc188342050][bookmark: _Toc26447347][bookmark: aaprov]Provider identity data record 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880722]SF18
	7.1

	4-11
	8
	A
	M
	Record identifier (=IDENTITY)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880725]SF19
	7.29

	12-22
	11
	N
	M
	Provider tax file number (TFN)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880727]SF01
	7.30

	23-33
	11
	N
	O
	Provider Australian business number (ABN)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880754][bookmark: _Hlt29880839]SF48
	7.31

	34-41
	8
	D
	M
	Date of report
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880756][bookmark: _Hlt29880841]SF03
	7.32

	42-996
	955
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185048919][bookmark: _Toc185999637][bookmark: _Toc188342051][bookmark: _Toc26447348][bookmark: aapay]
Payment identity data record 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880845][bookmark: _Hlt29880759]PY01
	7.1

	4-7
	4
	A
	M
	Record identifier (=PYMT)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880762]PY02
	7.33

	8-12
	5
	A
	C
	Payment type
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880966]PY03
	7.34

	13-20
	8
	D
	C
	Payment creation date
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880969]PY04
	7.35

	21-33
	13
	N
	C
	Payment amount
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880971]PY05
	7.36

	34-51
	18
	AN
	C
	Payment reference number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880974]PY06
	7.37

	52-71
	20
	AN
	C
	Payment remitter ID
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880976]PY07
	7.38

	72-996
	925
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185048920][bookmark: _Toc185999638][bookmark: _Toc188342052][bookmark: _Toc26447349][bookmark: aamem]Member variation data record 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880979]MV01
	7.1

	4-7
	4
	A
	M
	Record identifier (=MVAR)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880982]MV02
	7.39

	8-10
	3
	AN
	M
	Contribution type
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880985]MV03
	7.40

	11-25
	15
	N
	M
	Tax Office contribution reference number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880988]MV04
	7.41

	26-38
	13
	N
	M
	Rejected amount
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880991]MV05
	7.42

	39-40
	2
	AN
	M
	Reason code
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880993]MV06
	7.43

	41-48
	8
	D
	O
	Member’s date of death
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880995]MV07
	7.44

	49-49
	1
	AN
	C
	Member deceased indicator
	[bookmark: _Hlt29880998]MV08
	7.45

	50-996
	947
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185999639][bookmark: _Toc188342053][bookmark: _Toc26447350][bookmark: aaamts]
Amounts transfer-out data record 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881003]VT16
	7.1

	4-7
	4
	A
	M
	Record identifier (=DVTR)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881006]VT17
	7.46

	8-8
	1
	AN
	M
	Destination type
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881008]VT01
	7.47

	9-314
	306
	AN
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	315-318
	4
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	319-444
	126
	AN
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	445-448
	4
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	449-468
	20
	AN
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	469-477
	9
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	478-493
	16
	AN
	O
	Destination provider member account number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29877989]VT05
	7.48

	494-509
	16
	AN
	O
	Destination provider client identifier
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881011]VT13
	7.49

	510-569
	60
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	570-649
	80
	AN
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	650-675
	26
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	676-691
	16
	AN
	O
	Unique provider reference for contributed amount transfer-out
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881014]VT34
	7.50

	692-697
	6
	AN
	O
	Destination provider system code
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881016]VT35
	7.51

	698-708
	11
	N
	O
	Destination provider Australian business number (ABN)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881019]VT36
	7.52

	709-721
	13
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	722-732
	11
	AN
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	733-741
	9
	AN
	O
	Destination provider product identification number
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881022]VT38
	7.53

	742-767
	26
	N
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10

	768-996
	229
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10


[bookmark: _Toc185999640][bookmark: _Toc188342054][bookmark: _Toc26447351][bookmark: aaftdr]File total data record 
	Character position
	Field length
	Field format
	Field type
	Field name
	Field code
	Reference number

	1-3
	3
	N
	M
	Record length (=996)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881024]FT04
	7.1

	4-13
	10
	A
	M
	Record identifier (=FILE-TOTAL)
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881027]FT03
	7.54

	14-23
	10
	N
	M
	Number of records in file
	[bookmark: _Hlt29881030]FT01
	7.55

	24-996
	973
	A
	S
	Filler
	
	7.10



[bookmark: _Toc185999641][bookmark: _Toc188342055][bookmark: _Toc26447352]
7 Data field definitions and validation rules 
[bookmark: _Toc181519120][bookmark: _Toc185999642][bookmark: _Toc188342056][bookmark: _Toc26447353]Reporting of address details
It is important that address information provided in the reports supports the automatic issue of correspondence to suppliers. Address fields in all records provide for a standard structure in reporting with two fields (two lines) of 38 characters provided for the street address information. There are separate fields for suburb, town or locality; state or territory; postcode; and country.

Valid values are: 
A-Z 0-9 ( ) space & / apostrophe hyphen

Where address fields are mandatory, they must not contain a blank at the beginning of the field, nor may they contain two blanks between words.

Where the street address is longer than two lines, C/- (care of) lines are to be omitted.

[image: ] If address line 1 is supplied in an optional field, the suburb, town or locality, state or territory, and a valid postcode must also be supplied.

[image: attention_pms] The suburb, town or locality, state or territory, postcode, and country must be supplied in the separate fields provided and must not be included in the first or second address line fields.

The state or territory field contains the relevant state or territory for the address. The field must be set to one of the codes shown below:

ACT	Australian Capital Territory
NSW	New South Wales
NT	Northern Territory
QLD	Queensland
SA	South Australia
TAS	Tasmania
VIC	Victoria
WA	Western Australia
OTH	Overseas address

[image: ] No other abbreviations are acceptable. The postcode field should only contain numeric values from 0000 to 9999. If the field is mandatory, then a valid postcode must be reported (for example 0000 is not a valid postcode).

[image: attention_pms] If the address is in Australia, leave the country field blank.


For an overseas address:
The postcode field must always be set to 9999,
The street address must be provided in the first and second address line fields,
The town, state or region and area code must be reported in the suburb, town or locality field,
The state field must always be set to OTH, and
The name of the overseas country is to be provided in the country field.

For example, the overseas supplier’s street address is 275 Central Park West, Apartment 14F, New York, New York, USA 10024. It would be reported as shown below:

	Character position
	Field length
	Field name
	Content

	18-55
	38
	Street address line 1
	275 CENTRAL PARK WEST

	56-93
	38
	Street address line 2
	APARTMENT 14F

	94-120
	27
	Street address suburb, town or locality
	NEW YORK NY USA 10024

	121-123
	3
	Street address state or territory
	OTH

	124-127
	4
	Street address postcode
	9999

	128-147
	20
	Street address country
	USA


[bookmark: _Toc181519121][bookmark: _Toc185999643][bookmark: _Toc188342057][bookmark: _Toc26447354]Reporting of name fields
For name fields, report in full with one blank between words and any initials that occur in the name. However, care must be taken with some names to differentiate between initials and actual words.

For example, W.R. and J.B. Smith (a partnership) would be reported as WbRbANDbJbBbSMITH, but ABC Superannuation Fund would be reported as ABCbSUPERANNUATIONbFUND (the character b is used to indicate blanks).

Where name fields are reported, they must not contain a blank at the beginning of the field nor may they contain two blanks between words.

Valid values are: 
A-Z 0-9 ( ) space & / apostrophe hyphen full stop 
[bookmark: _Toc185999644][bookmark: _Toc188342058][bookmark: _Toc26447355][bookmark: fielddefandeditrules]
Field definitions and edit rules
7.1	Record length – must be set to 996.

7.2	Record identifier – must be set to IDENTREGISTER1.

7.3	Supplier Australian business number (ABN) – the ABN of the data supplier and must be a valid ABN. Refer to section 10 Algorithms for information on ABN algorithms.

7.4	Run type – identifies the information as test or production data. This field must be set to either T for test data or P for production data.

7.5	File creation date – the date the file is created.

7.6	Data type – identifies the type of information. For super reports the field must be set to L.

7.7	Type of report – identifies the type of data being lodged. This field must be set to V.

7.8	Type of return media – indicates how a supplier prefers to receive remittance and recovery correspondence from the ATO. This field must be set to one of the following values:
N – Internet
P – Paper

[image: ] If this field is N, the supplier must be registered to use the ATO’s internet lodgment channel and the Supplier Australian business number field must contain the ABN of the AUSkey credential holder and the Supplier email address field in Supplier data record 3 must be completed.

7.9	Report specification version number – must be set to the version number of the specification that the report corresponds to. For reports produced using this specification this field must be:

For super co-contributions:
· FCMPV003.1 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject super co-contribution credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be CRM. 

[image: attention_pms] The ATO will continue to accept lodgments using either Report specification version number for FCMPV003.0 or FCMPV003.1. 


· FCCPV003.2 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject super co-contribution debit requests reported on a Recovery notice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be CRC.

For LISC:
FLMPV001.0 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject LISC allocation credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be LRM.
FLCPV001.0 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject LISC allocation debit requests on a Recovery notice. If this field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be LRC.

For SG allocation:
· FGMPV003.1 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject SG allocation credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be GRM.

[image: attention_pms] The ATO will continue to accept lodgments using either Report specification version number FGMPV003.0 or FGMPV003.1. 

· FGCPV003.2 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject SG allocation debit requests on a Recovery notice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be GRC.

For SHA special account allocation:
· FEMPV003.1 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject SHA special account employer contribution allocation credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be ERM.
· FOMPV003.1 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject SHA special account super co-contribution allocation credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be ORM.

[image: attention_pms] The ATO will continue to accept lodgments using either Report specification version number FEMPV003.0 or FEMPV003.1 and FOMPV003.0 or FOMPV003.1. 

· FIMPV001.0 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject SHA special account LISC contribution allocation credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be IRM.

For Government FHSA contributions:
· FSMPV003.1 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject Government FHSA contribution credit payments on a Remittance advice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be SRM.

[image: attention_pms] The ATO will continue to accept lodgments using either Report specification version number FSMPV003.0 or FSMPV003.1. 
[image: ] The FHSA was decommissioned in December of 2017. As of March 2020, the ATO will no longer accept lodgements using Report specification version number FSMPV003.0 or FSMPV003.1.

· FSCPV003.2 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject Government FHSA contribution debit requests on a Recovery notice. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be SRC.

[image: ] The FHSA was decommissioned in December of 2017. As of March 2020, the ATO will no longer accept lodgements using Report specification version number FSCPV003.2.

For USM:
FUMPV001.0 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject USM allocation credit payments on a Rollover benefits statement. If the field is set to this value, the Contribution type field must be URM.
FUCPV001.0 – Where a PVA statement is used to reject USM allocation debit requests on a Recovery notice (including for former temporary residents). If the field is set to this value, the Contributions type field must be URC.

7.10	Filler – for use by the ATO.

7.11	Record identifier – must be set to IDENTREGISTER2.

7.12	Supplier name – the name of the organisation sending the data.

7.13	Supplier contact name – the name of a person in the organisation sending the data who will be able to answer questions in relation to any problems with the transmission itself; not necessarily the quality of the data contained within the report.

7.14	Supplier contact phone number – the telephone number for the nominated contact person in the organisation sending the data. 

For example:
· the area code followed by the telephone number 02b1234b5678, or
· a mobile phone number 0466b123b456. 

The character b is used above to indicate blanks.

7.15	Supplier contact fax number – the fax number for the nominated contact person in the organisation sending the data. This field should include the area code.

For example:
· the area code followed by the fax number 02b1234b5679

The character b is used above to indicate blanks.

7.16	Supplier file reference – used to record the supplier’s own reference number. This number can then be used by the ATO in the event of any problems or questions about information contained in the report. The supplier may find this useful when submitting a large number of statements to the ATO.

7.17	Record identifier – must be set to IDENTREGISTER3.

7.18	Street address – lines 1 and 2 must only contain the street address (excluding suburb, town or locality; state or territory; postcode; and country) of the supplier, not a Post Office box. It may not be necessary to use both lines. If the second line is not used, then this field must be blank filled.

7.19	Street address suburb, town or locality – the suburb, town or locality for the street address of the supplier.

7.20	Street address state or territory – the state or territory for the street address of the supplier. This field must be set to one of the appropriate codes (see page 18).

7.21	Street address postcode – the postcode for the street address of the supplier. If an overseas address is specified, then this field must be set to 9999.

7.22	Street address country – the country for the street address of the supplier. This field may be left blank if the country is Australia. If the Street address postcode field is 9999, then this field must be a country other than Australia.

7.23	Postal address – lines 1 and 2 contain the postal address (excluding suburb, town or locality; state or territory; postcode; and country) of the supplier. It may not be necessary to use both lines. If the second line is not used, then it must be blank filled. If line 1 is blank, then line 2 must also be blank.

7.24	Postal address suburb, town or locality – the suburb, town or locality for the postal address of the supplier. If the Postal address line 1 field is present, then this field is mandatory. If the Postal address line 1 field is blank, then this field must also be blank filled.
[bookmark: c26]
7.25	Postal address state or territory – the state or territory for the postal address of the supplier. This field must be set to one of the appropriate codes (see page 18). If the Postal address line 1 field is present, then this field is mandatory. If the Postal address line 1 field is blank, then this field must also be blank filled.

7.26	Postal address postcode – the postcode for the postal address of the supplier. If an overseas address is specified, then this field must be set to 9999. If the Postal address line 1 field is present, then this field must be greater than zero. If the Postal address line 1 field is blank, then this field must be zero filled.

7.27	Postal address country – the country for the postal address of the supplier. This field may be left blank if the country is Australia. If the Postal address postcode field is 9999, then this field must be a country other than Australia. If the Postal address line 1 field is blank, then this field must also be blank filled.
[bookmark: seventwoeight]

7.28	Supplier email address – may be used to provide the supplier's email address. The ATO can communicate with clients using email and it is expected that some correspondence to suppliers (acknowledgment of receipt of the report, certain processing enquiries and general correspondence) may be issued this way. If present, this must be a valid email address (@ must be positioned after the first character and before the last character).

[image: ] This field must be supplied if the Type of return media field in the Supplier data record 1 is N.

7.29	Record identifier – must be set to IDENTITY.

7.30	Provider tax file number (TFN) – the provider’s current TFN must be reported in this field. This must be a valid TFN. Refer to section 10 Algorithms for information on TFN validation.

7.31	Provider Australian business number (ABN) – the provider’s current ABN must be reported in this field. This should be a valid ABN. Refer to section 10 Algorithms for information on ABN validation.

7.32	Date of report – the date at which the information contained in the report represents a snapshot of the data contained in the Provider identity data record.

[image: ] The date must not be in the future.

7.33	Record identifier – must be set to PYMT.

7.34	Payment type – the method of payment used by a provider for any returned payment to the ATO.

Valid values are:
DICRE – Direct credit
BPAY – BPAY
CHQ – Cheque

[image: ] This field must be provided if the PVA statement is rejecting member credits associated with a Remittance advice. This field must not be provided if the PVA statement is rejecting a Recovery notice.

7.35	Payment creation date – date payment is effective from and by when it will be available.

Where Payment type is DICRE or BPAY, the date is the date the payment is submitted to the relevant clearance stream.
Where Payment type is CHQ, the date is the date written on the cheque.

[image: ] This field must be supplied if the Payment type is present.

7.36	Payment amount – total dollar amount of rejected member credits being paid to the ATO as reported in the PVA statement. This field must equal the sum of Rejected amount fields for all the Member variation data records for a provider.

[image: ] This field must be supplied if the Payment type is present.

7.37	Payment reference number – used to link a PVA statement to a payment.

If Payment type is DICRE, BPAY or CHQ this field must be populated with the Return payment EFT code provided on the Remittance advice. Refer to section 8 Payment variation advice payment conventions for further information about payments.

[image: ] This field must be supplied if the Payment type is present.

7.38	Payment remitter ID – indicates the name of the provider who sent the payment. 

If Payment type is DICRE, it is the Name of remitter field provided on the BECS direct entry file.
If Payment type is CHQ, it is the account name associated with the cheque.
If Payment type is BPAY, this field is not required.

[image: ] This field must be supplied if the Payment type is set to DICRE or CHQ.

7.39	Record identifier – must be sent to MVAR.

7.40	Contribution type – type of contribution being reported. Used to establish the account type and to distinguish between different contribution types per member.

Valid values are:
For super co-contributions:
CRM – Super co-contribution remittance
CRC – Super co-contribution recovery

For LISC allocation:
LRM – LISC remittance
LRC – LISC recovery

For SG allocation:
GRM – SG remittance
GRC – SG recovery

For SHA special account allocation:
ERM – SHA special account employer contribution remittance
ORM – SHA special account super co-contribution remittance
IRM – SHA special account LISC remittance

For Government FHSA contributions:
SRM – Government FHSA contribution remittance
SRC – Government FHSA contribution recovery

[image: ] The FHSA was decommissioned in December of 2017. As of March 2020, the ATO will no longer accept lodgements using a Contribution type of SRM or SRC.

For USM allocations:
URM – USM remittance notified on the Rollover benefits statement
URC – USM recovery

7.41	Tax Office contribution reference number – the reference number of the rejected member’s credit/debit request provided by the ATO on the Contribution reference number field of the Remittance advice or Recovery notice.

7.42	Rejected amount – the dollar amount of members’ contributions rejected by the provider.

For super co-contributions where the Contribution type is:
CRM – the amount of rejected super co-contributions must be equal to the super co-contribution amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.
CRC – and the Reason code field is P, the amount of rejected super co-contribution recovery must be equal to the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
CRC – and the Reason code field is IF, the amount of rejected super co-contribution recovery must be equal to or less than the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.

For LISC allocation where the Contribution type is:
LRM - the amount of rejected LISC allocation must be equal to the LISC allocation amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.
LRC - and the Reason code field is P, the amount of rejected LISC recovery must be equal to the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
LRC - and the Reason code field is IF, the amount of rejected LISC recovery must be equal to or less than the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.

For SG allocation where the Contribution type is:
GRM – the amount of rejected SG allocation must be equal to the SG allocation amount specified in the Contribution amount field of the associated Remittance advice.
GRC – and the Reason code field is P, the amount of rejected SG recovery must be equal to the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
GRC – and the Reason code field is IF, the amount of rejected SG recovery must be equal to or less than the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.




For SHA special account allocation where the Contribution type is:
ERM – the amount of rejected SHA special account allocation must be equal to the SHA special account allocation amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.
ORM – the amount of rejected SHA special account allocation must be equal to the SHA special account allocation amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.
IRM – the amount of rejected SHA special account allocation must be equal to the SHA special account allocation amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.

For Government FHSA contributions where the Contribution type is:
SRM – the amount of rejected Government FHSA contributions must be equal to the Government FHSA contribution amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Remittance advice.
SRC – and the Reason code field is P, the amount of rejected Government FHSA contribution recovery must be equal to the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
SRC – and the Reason code field is IF, the amount of rejected Government FHSA contribution recovery must be equal to or less than the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.

[image: ] The FHSA was decommissioned in December of 2017. As of March 2020, the ATO will no longer accept lodgements using a Contribution type of SRM or SRC.

For USM allocation where the Contribution type is:
URM - the amount of rejected USM allocation must be equal to the USM allocation amount specified on the associated Rollover benefits statement.
URC - and the Reason code field is P, the amount of rejected USM recovery must be equal to the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
URC - and the Reason code field is IF, the amount of rejected USM recovery must be equal to or less than the amount specified in the Contribution amount field on the associated Recovery notice.
[bookmark: e44]
7.43	Reason code – indicates why the provider is unable to accept or return a member’s contributions.

Valid values are:
P – Member transfer. If the Contribution type is CRM, CRC, LRM, LRC, SRM, SRC, URM or URC the Amounts transfer-out data record must be provided. For all other values in the Contribution type field, the Amounts transfer-out data record must not be provided.
Q – Member account unknown to provider. This is only accepted for member contribution credits rejected by a provider who has not originally reported member or employer contributions on a Member contributions statement (MCS) and has not accepted a contribution payment previously made by the ATO for the member. This can only be used where the Contribution type is set to CRM, LRM, GRM, ERM, ORM, IRM, SRM or URM.
NC – Member account cannot accept super co-contribution, LISC, SG allocation, SHA special account allocation or Government FHSA contribution from the ATO. This is used only if the Contribution type is set to CRM, GRM, LRM, ERM, ORM, IRM, SRM or URM.
IF – Insufficient contributions. When the ATO has issued a recovery request for an overpaid contribution payment made previously to a member account, this is used to advise the provider cannot repay all or part of the payment request. This can only be used where the Contribution type is set to CRC, LRC, GRC, SRC or URC.
NT – No TFN held for the member. This is only used where the Contribution type is set to CRM, LRM, GRM, ERM, ORM, IRM, SRM or URM.

[image: ] The FHSA was decommissioned in December of 2017. As of March 2020, the ATO will no longer accept lodgements using a Contribution type of SRM or SRC.

7.44	Member’s date of death – member’s date of death.

7.45	Member deceased indicator – flag to indicate that a member is deceased. If the provider has received notification of the member's death, this field must be set to Y.

[image: ] This field must be set to Y if the Member’s date of death is present.

7.46	Record identifier – must be set to DVTR.

7.47	Destination type – destination of the member’s contributions.

Valid values are:
R – A rollover to another provider account, including for a deferred annuity product.
I – Payment to an individual (pension, annuity or lump sum).
D – Payment to a death beneficiary.
V – Payment to non-member spouse after divorce settlement.

[image: ] If this field is set to D, the Member deceased indicator field must set to Y.

7.48	Destination provider member account number – the member account number where contributions were transferred.

7.49	Destination provider client identifier – identifier that the destination provider uses to link all transferred accounts for a member.

7.50	Unique provider reference for contributed amount transfer-out – unique provider reference number for the transfer out which can be quoted by the ATO if any problems are found with the transfer out information.

7.51	Destination provider system code – code used by the destination provider to identify the type of superannuation system or product where the member has their account.

7.52	Destination provider Australian business number (ABN) – ABN of the destination provider and must be a valid ABN. Refer to section 10 Algorithms for information on ABN validation.

7.53	Destination provider product identification number – number identifying the provider super product the member contributions have been transferred to.

7.54	Record identifier – must be set to FILE-TOTAL.

7.55	Number of records in file – the total count of data records in the file, including those appearing more than once.

All of the following will be counted:
IDENTREGISTER1	Supplier data record 1
IDENTREGISTER2	Supplier data record 2
IDENTREGISTER3	Supplier data record 3
IDENTITY		Provider identity data record
PYMT			Payment identity data record
MVAR			Member variation data record
DVTR			Amounts transfer-out data record
FILE-TOTAL		File total data record

[image: ] The value reported in the Number of records in file field must equal the sum of all records on the data file.

[bookmark: eight][bookmark: _Toc188342059][bookmark: _Toc184445104][bookmark: _Toc26447356]
8 Payment variation advice payment conventions
When the ATO sends a Remittance advice with details of member credit payments or a Rollover benefits statement for USM credit payments, the provider will concurrently receive super co-contributions, LISC, SG payments, SHA special account payments, USM payments or Government FHSA contributions from the ATO. If some or all of these payments cannot be accepted, this must be reported on a PVA statement and any rejected payments repaid.

The ATO has developed processes to enable repayments to be made using BECS direct credit, cheque or BPAY.

In some cases, a PVA statement and the repayment may be lodged as separate flows. If this occurs, information must be provided in these message flows to assist the ATO to reconcile the PVA statement with the repayment.

A cross field reference convention is used to link the payment and PVA statement flows together. The convention used is based on SuperEC payment conventions.

A Payment identity data record has been added to the PVA statement for each provider. To create the link, fields in the Payment identity data record have been matched with corresponding fields relevant to each of the payment methods that may be used.
[bookmark: _Toc184445080][bookmark: _Toc185999646][bookmark: _Toc188342060][bookmark: _Toc26447357]Payment details mapping 
The table below shows how the fields on the Payment identity data record have been mapped to BECS direct credit payment, BPAY and cheque payment fields.

	Payment details fields on the PVA statement
	BECS direct entry file for direct credit
	BPAY
	Cheque

	Payment type
	DICRE
	BPAY
	CHQ

	Payment creation date
	Date when the payment was submitted to BECS
	Date when the payment was submitted to BPAY
	Date written on the cheque

	Payment amount
	Amount
	Amount
	Amount

	Payment reference number
	Lodgement reference number
	Customer reference number
	Return payment EFT code

	Payment remitter ID
	Name of remitter
	Not required
	Payer


[bookmark: _Toc184445081][bookmark: _Toc185999647][bookmark: _Toc188342061]
[bookmark: _Toc26447358]
Payment convention
The following table outlines the payment convention to use when returning member credit payments to the ATO using BECS direct credit, BPAY and cheque.

	BECS direct entry file fields
	Description

	Lodgement reference number
	Must be the Return payment EFT code in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	BSB number
	Must be the Tax Office BSB in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	Account number to be credited
	Must be the Tax Office account number in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	Title of account to be credited
	Must be the Tax Office account name in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	Name of remitter
	This field should contain sufficient details to identify the sender of the payment.

	BPAY fields
	Description

	Customer reference number
	Must be the Return payment EFT code in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	Biller code
	Must be the BPAY biller code in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.

	CHEQUE fields
	Description

	Payment reference number
	Must be the Return payment EFT code in the Return payment options data record associated with the provider in the Remittance advice.
This number must be clearly printed on the cheque or advice associated with the cheque. The contact person name and contact number should also be provided with the cheque.

	Payer
	This field must contain sufficient details to identify the payer of the cheque.


[bookmark: _Toc184445082][bookmark: _Toc185999648][bookmark: _Toc188342062]
[bookmark: _Toc26447359]Where to send payments 
For rejected credit payments by cheque, the mailing address is:

Australian Taxation Office
Locked bag 1793
PENRITH NSW 1793
[bookmark: _Toc185999649][bookmark: _Toc188342063][bookmark: _Toc26447360]Payment usage convention example 
The diagram below illustrates how a PVA statement relating to a Remittance advice will be issued with a BECS direct credit payment. In this example, it is assumed that there is only one provider associated with the PVA statement and a repayment has been issued by the provider.

It is possible that a PVA statement could contain Remittance advice variations for more than one provider and each provider will issue a separate payment.

This diagram shows how the BECS direct credit payment should be issued through the Australian BECS Payments Clearing Stream, in a separate flow to the PVA statement. Diagram sections outline what information is needed for both flows to enable the ATO to reconcile the PVA statement with its related repayment.



[bookmark: _Toc185999659][bookmark: _Toc188342064][bookmark: _Toc26447361]
9 Example of data file structure
[bookmark: _Toc185999660][bookmark: _Toc188342065][bookmark: _Toc26447362]Supplier data record 1
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	996

	4 -17
	Record identifier 
	IDENTREGISTER1
	IDENTREGISTER1

	18-28
	Supplier Australian business number (ABN)
	89674523212
	89674523212

	29-29
	Run type 
	P
	P

	30-37
	File creation date
	310820193 
	310820193

	38-38
	Data type 
	L
	L

	39-39
	Type of report
	V
	V

	40-40
	Type of return media
	N
	N

	41-50
	Report specification version number
	FGMPV003.0
	FGCPV003.2

	51-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill


[bookmark: _Toc185999661][bookmark: _Toc188342066][bookmark: _Toc26447363]Supplier data record 2
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	996

	4 -17
	Record identifier 
	IDENTREGISTER2
	IDENTREGISTER2

	18-217
	Supplier name
	CONTRIBUTION FUND
	CONTRIBUTION FUND

	218-255
	Supplier contact name
	CAROLINE WATSON
	CAROLINE WATSON

	256-270
	Supplier contact phone number
	0296347164
	0296347164

	271-285
	Supplier contact fax number
	0296348711
	0296348711

	286-301
	Supplier file reference
	123456789
	123456789

	302-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill


[bookmark: _Toc185999662][bookmark: _Toc188342067][bookmark: _Toc26447364]
Supplier data record 3
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	996

	4 -17
	Record identifier 
	IDENTREGISTER3
	IDENTREGISTER3

	18-55
	Street address line 1
	128 BERRY STREET
	128 BERRY STREET

	56-93
	Street address line 2
	blank fill
	blank fill

	94-120
	Street address suburb, town or locality
	NORTH SYDNEY
	NORTH SYDNEY

	121-123
	Street address state or territory
	NSW
	NSW

	124-127
	Street address postcode
	2002
	2002

	128-147
	Street address country
	blank fill
	blank fill

	148-185
	Postal address line 1
	PO BOX 20
	PO BOX 20

	186-223
	Postal address line 2
	blank fill
	blank fill

	224-250
	Postal address suburb, town or locality
	ALBURY
	ALBURY

	251-253
	Postal address state or territory
	NSW
	NSW

	254-257
	Postal address postcode
	2640
	2640

	258-277
	Postal address country
	blank fill
	blank fill

	278-353
	Supplier email address
	CONT@SUPERFUND.COM.AU
	CONT@SUPERFUND.COM.AU

	354-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill


[bookmark: _Toc185999663][bookmark: _Toc188342068][bookmark: _Toc26447365]Provider identity data record
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	996

	4 -11
	Record identifier 
	IDENTITY
	IDENTITY

	12-22
	Provider tax file number (TFN)
	00123456789
	[bookmark: _Hlt29898427]00123456789

	23-33
	Provider Australian business number (ABN)
	12345678901
	12345678901

	34-41
	Date of report
	300520193
	300520193

	42-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill



[bookmark: _Toc185999664][bookmark: _Toc188342069][bookmark: _Toc26447366]Payment identity data record
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	Data record not required

	4 -7
	Record identifier 
	PYMT
	

	8-12
	Payment type
	DICRE
	

	13-20
	Payment creation date
	300520193
	

	21-33
	Payment amount
	0000000050000
	

	34-51
	Payment reference number
	0011234567892226
	

	52-71
	Payment remitter ID
	ABN89674523212
	

	72-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	


[bookmark: _Toc185999665][bookmark: _Toc188342070][bookmark: _Toc26447367]Member variation data record
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length 
	996
	996

	4 -7
	Record identifier
	MVAR
	MVAR

	8-10
	Contribution type
	GRM
	GRC

	11-25
	Tax Office contribution reference number
	000000000000001
	000000000000002

	26-38
	Rejected amount
	0000000050000
	0000000050000

	39-40
	Reason code
	P
	P

	41-48
	Member’s date of death
	00000000
	00000000

	49-49
	Member deceased indicator
	blank fill
	blank fill

	50-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill



[bookmark: _Toc185999667][bookmark: _Toc188342072][bookmark: _Toc26447368]File total data record
	Character position
	Field description
	PVA content for Remittance advice
	PVA content for Recovery notice

	1-3
	Record length
	996
	996

	4-13
	Record identifier 
	FILE-TOTAL
	FILE-TOTAL

	14-23
	Number of records in file
	0000000008
	0000000007

	24-996
	Filler
	blank fill
	blank fill


[bookmark: _Toc185999668][bookmark: _Toc188342073][bookmark: _Toc26447369][bookmark: algorithms]
10 Algorithms
[bookmark: _Toc496702024][bookmark: _Toc26447370][bookmark: _Toc185999669][bookmark: _Toc188342074]ABN algorithm
The ABN algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as ABNs. Use of the algorithm is required, as it will minimise ABN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between your clients and the ATO. It is available at https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/ABNformat.
[bookmark: _Toc496702025][bookmark: _Toc26447371]ABN look up
The ABN Lookup is a facility that allows organisations to check details provided to them by their clients. The information that can be checked is publicly available information. The system allows organisations to confirm that the ABN provided to them is the correct one.

Whilst organisations are not required to check the details provided to them, it is good business practice to do so.

More information about the   facility is available from www.ato.gov.au by searching for  or directly from www.business.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc159377602][bookmark: _Toc165192711][bookmark: _Toc331684602][bookmark: _Toc435600428]TFN ALGORITHM
The tax file number (TFN) algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as TFNs. Its use in software is recommended as it will minimise TFN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between your organisation or your clients and the ATO.

The ATO will make the algorithm available on request to persons or organisations with a bona fide business need for it. Information on how to obtain the TFN algorithm is available at https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/obtainTFNalgorithm.
TFN algorithm
The TFN algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as TFNs. Its use in software is recommended as it will minimise TFN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between the supplier or the provider and the ATO.

The ATO will make the algorithm available on request to persons or organisations with a bona fide business need for it.

To obtain the TFN algorithm, the following information will need to be provided:
· Name of the organisation or person requesting the algorithm
· Contact person including phone number
· Business address
· Explanation of the business need for the algorithm

The above information can be sent in the following ways:
by email to silu@ato.gov.au, or
provided online at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/TFNalgorithm.

To find out more about the TFN algorithm or its use, contact SILU on 1300 139 052 (toll free) or by email to silu@ato.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc159377603][bookmark: _Toc162334532][bookmark: _Toc175390650][bookmark: _Toc185999670][bookmark: _Toc188342075]ABN algorithm
The ABN algorithm is a mathematical formula that tests the validity of numbers quoted as ABNs. Use of the algorithm is required, as it will minimise ABN errors and may subsequently reduce the need for contact between the provider and the ATO. It is available from www.ato.gov.au by searching for ABN format.
[bookmark: _Toc185999671][bookmark: _Toc188342076][bookmark: _Toc26447372]
11 More information
[bookmark: _Toc185999672][bookmark: _Toc188342077][bookmark: _Toc26447373]Superannuation contacts
For more information about the PVA statement, SG, super co-contributions, LISC, SHA special account or USM:
· Look at the ATO superannuation website at www.ato.gov.au/super,
· Email SuperCRT@ato.gov.au, or
· Contact 13 10 20.
[bookmark: _Toc185999673][bookmark: _Toc188342078]FHSA contacts
For more information about how the FHSA applies:
· Look at the ATO superannuation website at www.ato.gov.au/firsthomesaver, 
· Email SuperCRT@ato.gov.au, or
· Contact 1300 788 069.

[bookmark: _Toc185999674][bookmark: _Toc188342079]If anything in this specification needs clarification, enquiries should be directed to:
Superannuation 13 10 20
FHSA 1300 788 069
[bookmark: _Toc175390658][bookmark: _Toc185999675][bookmark: _Toc188342080]ECI
Enquiries regarding lodging via ECI can be made by phoning 13 28 66.
[bookmark: _Toc175390660][bookmark: _Toc177875698][bookmark: _Toc181519152][bookmark: _Toc182127301][bookmark: _Toc182790202][bookmark: _Toc26176004][bookmark: _Toc26447374][bookmark: _Toc185999676][bookmark: _Toc188342081]Software Developer Homepage
Software developers, both in-house and commercial, who are developing or updating electronic reporting software, should use this specification for developing their application.

The software developer’s homepage at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au has been designed to facilitate a partnership between the software development industry and the ATO.
The software developer’s homepage provides a subscription service, registering or subscribing for updates is recommended for both in–house and commercial software developers.
[bookmark: _Toc524618086][bookmark: _Toc524618087]Contact us
Email feedback or questions to DPO@ato.gov.au.
Software developers homepage
Software developers, both in-house and commercial, who are developing or updating electronic reporting software, should use this specification for developing their application.

The Software developers homepage website at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au has been designed to facilitate a partnership between the software development industry and the ATO and provides the following:

a self-testing model allowing software developers to check their product, package, program or system against ATO test scenarios or relevant format testing,
access to information relevant to all software developers to assist in the development of tax-related software, and
a software product register which tax agents and businesses can access to find products that will assist in meeting tax-related obligations.

Lodging the Declaration of Compliance automatically lists the product(s) on the Software developers homepage Product Register. Software developers that have listed their product on the Product Register may direct users to the website at http://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au for confirmation that the product has met ATO requirements. Developers who do not need to register in order to list products may still receive emails detailing significant issues by using the subscription service available from the site. Registering or subscribing for updates is recommended for both in-house and commercial software developers.

For more information on the Software developers homepage website, contact SILU:
email SILU@ato.gov.au, or
phone 1300 139 052.

[bookmark: _Toc185999677][bookmark: _Toc188342082][bookmark: _Toc26447375]
12 Checklist 
The following checklist will help to ensure important steps in the preparation of the PVA statements have been followed.

	All data records must be 996 characters in length.

	All headers are checked to ensure the correct and most current supplier and provider contact details have been included.

	The file name must be PMTVARAD or of the form PMTVARAD.Vnn.
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ATO Bank Statement for Payment Variation Advice #001



Date      Reference                 Name of Remitter  $AMT     $BAL

                                                                        Opening Bal   

$40,000

12 Mar  89621280                   JKL Organisation     $5000    $45,000

1 Apr    0011234567892226    ABN89674523212      $500     $45,500
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