ATO- Software Developer

Strategic Working Group (SWG)
Operating Documents


CODE OF ETHICSOperating Documents
1. Members of the group will not use their membership for any commercial advantage, including marketing

2. While acknowledging commercial sensitivities, members of the group will be honest and open in providing input into the forum, and communicating output from the forum
3. Members of the group will abide by roles and responsibilities of the forum
4. Members will commit to attend and contribute to the forum's activities, including abiding by deadlines and the dissemination of information to non-members that they interact with in the normal course of business.

5. Members of the group will faithfully and openly represent non-members

6. Members of the group are considered as equals and will be treated accordingly by others

7. Members of the group will act professionally, interact and communicate with courtesy and diplomacy and use appropriate language during meetings

8. Members of the group will abide by embargo arrangements

9. Members of the group will not take unfair advantage of access to privileged information

10. Each person who represents a company or organisation on the group is responsible for making their company or organisation aware of the ethical responsibilities associated with forum membership.
11. Members will declare to the secretariat, any conflict of interest.
ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIESDCG Operating Documents
The forum:

1. Represents the software industry in relation to tax and superannuation issues

2. Provides a representative view of the software industry rather than be a channel for individual company issues

3.  The SWG shapes strategic direction, identifies and addresses arising issues in the industry early so that a clear strategic direction can be formed. This will enable the ATO to gain strategic industry understanding and to help manage the partnership ATO-SwD partnership at a strategic level - whole of industry and whole of ATO
4. Provides a forum to present feedback from the community to the ATO, Treasury and Government

6. Develops a process for identifying, documenting and addressing, in a timely fashion, issues and questions that software developers may raise

OPERATING POLICIES

SDCG Orating Documents

Meetings

1. Meetings will scheduled as required and this will be determined by the ATO.
2. A Tax Office representative will chair meetings, and the Tax Office will supply secretarial support.  The Software Industry Partnership Office is the secretariat for the forum.

3. The Tax Office will cover costs for the venue, hospitality and administration for meetings; representatives will cover their own travel and accommodation costs

Membership

1. Membership will be organisationally based, with an individual representing their respective organisation. 
Membership is filled by Expression of Interest for each meeting.
2. Membership will be confined to developers of software relating to taxation and Superannuation obligations.  Standard Business Reporting (SBR) creates a potential of expanding this segment but expansion will be considered in time by the ATO.
3. Non software companies or organizations that are industry experts will be considered for membership

4. The large corporate/government, medium corporate and small/micro, as well as developers from niche markets, "in house", payroll, business accounting, financial investment, SBR, income tax preparation and superannuation developers will be represented.  
5. The ATO will decide on the mix and attendees and that decision will be final.
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