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	Attendees:
names/section
	ATO
Martin Mane – Director, Digital Partnership Office
Andrew Watson – AC, Tax Professional Digital Services
Natalie Ross – AC, ABR Platforms
Belinda Black – Director, SMSF Client Engagement
Michael Ferris – Director, Digital Wholesale Services
Claire Miller – Director, Digital Communications and Identity Services

INDUSTRY
Jack Wee – Catsoft
Ron Drost – Digital Disruption Solutions
Paul Li - Class Super
Kevin Zhang - Class Super
Sandeep Gopolan - GovReports
Daniel Tran – H&R Block
Quan Tran – H&R Block
Mike Behling - MYOB
Alex Kun Yang - MYOB
Danny Koutoulas - MYOB
Kevin Johnson - Reckon
Steven Ivanopoulos - Reckon
Michael Wright - Sage
Darin Carter - Sage
Richard Puffe - Thomson Reuters
Shane Paxton - Thomson Reuters
Paul Siriwardana - Thomson Reuters
Samson Palkuri - Wolters Kluwer
Anthony Migliardi - Xero
Kelvin Newton - Xero
Andrew Sprankling – Xero
Martin Etherington - Xero




	Agenda item: – Digital Services for tax Practitioners

	Andrew Watson provided information around the success of tax time 2018. He also provided an update on the private beta testing of the new tax agent portal, including some of the improvements and authentication options for mobile devices. Feedback so far has been positive. 
Other issues discussed:
· The payment plan API was rolled out in August and has been well-received.
· 20 more APIs are to be released by the end of the year – these will be prioritised in consultation with DSPs
· It was suggested that analysis of the reasons why returns are taken offline may be useful to DSPs
· The ATO is drafting a position on the reasonable use of ATO services – this will be shared with DSPs




	Agenda item: – DWS improvements and PLS tax time 2019 delivery plan

	DWS improvements: Mick Ferris gave an overview of the growth we have seen in the SBR2 program and the challenges associated with the increase in BBRP transactions, and the aim of transitioning everyone to PROD2. 
He discussed measures being implemented to ensure system resilience, and to minimise the risk of transaction ‘bottle-necks’ occurring. 
A potential issue was raised, calling out the expected increase in transactions commencing 01/07/2019 when all small business employers are required to report via STP. Mick advised the ATO are building system resilience (auto-scaling) into the infrastructure.
Tax time delivery plan: Mick gave an overview of the change in formatting requirements to bring the PLS IITR in line with the myTax ITR. He highlighted the benefit that if someone presented to an agent having previously lodged in myTax, previous prefill and lodged data structure and format would align.
There was discussion around the ‘Totals’ functionality (‘Totals are calculated not requested’) – it was raised that the validation rules around this would be onerous, that intermediate totals were introduced 10 to 12 years ago to address the complexity of the validation rules.
Michael Wright (Sage) queried whether there was room for further discussion in developing all these changes at once, as there is concern around issues that arise with new forms, let alone new forms with the amount of changes which are proposed. DSPs would like the specifications for the proposed changes to the IITR as soon as possible.
Mick provided assurance that although it is recognised this is new for DSPs, it is not new for the ATO and has been tested and improved in myTax over a number of years where it has been available to all taxpayers.
DSPs have requested a ‘gap analysis’ to highlight the differences between the old and the new form.

		Action item:
TT2019_01
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Mick Ferris

	Determine whether there is value in changing the point at which totals are calculated, or whether the intermediate totals should be retained to reduce the complexity of the validation rules.






		Action item:
TT2019_02
	Due date:
Next PLS meeting
	Responsibility:
Mick Ferris

	Discuss provision of the specifications in regard to the proposed changes to the IITR to DSPs.






		Action item:
TT2019_03
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Mick Ferris

	Provide a ‘gap analysis’ to highlight the differences between the old and the new IITR form.







	Agenda item: – Digital identity program

	Digital identity is about proving who you are with an already-established identification. Investigation is still underway for a solution in the case where limited or no identification is established.
Claire Miller provided some background details to set the scene as ATO is the largest government identity provider. She went on to discuss the Digital Identity program of work being undertaken in conjunction with the DTA.
The online TFN application will be rolled out in October 2018 – this will be the first service in the GovPass program.
AUSkey is expected to be decommissioned in March 2020 – this is an aspirational date as this is when the certificates expire.
Claire advised that DSPs can still register their interest to join the Digital Identity Working Group by emailing DPO@ato.gov.au.



	Agenda item: – Online services for DSPs

	Martin Mane gave an overview of the look, feel and functionality of Online Services for DSPs. Some DSPs have already on-boarded, and we expect all will within the next 3 to 4 months. 
The DPO is working toward transitioning to full production early in 2019, but this is dependent on addressing some of the access issues external users have been experiencing. Moving forward, consideration will be given to determine the best way to provide visibility of ‘tickets’ which may be of interest to the broader DSP group.



	Agenda item: – Modernising the business register

	Natalie Ross provided some detail around why and how government intends to bring together the current array of business registers, beginning with the development of the Director Identity Number (DIN) which will be linked to myGovID.
A query was raised relating to how forms currently lodged via ASIC will be lodged?

		Action item:
TT2019_04
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Natalie Ross

	Natalie to provide details around whether forms currently submitted on ASIC website via ‘Edge’, will still be lodged this way, or whether they will be lodged similar to PLS using EBMS3.







	Agenda item: – Tax Time 2019 

	Belinda Black covered the proposed changes to the SMSF annual return
CA 2019-SMSF 01: Clearer request for fund bank details

		Action item:
TT2019_05
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Belinda Black

	Belinda to provide details of the 16 ESAs (CA 2019-SMSF 01)






CA 2019-SMSF 02: Rules around whether an entity is eligible for a 3-year audit cycle rather than annual. The new Director Identity Number (DIN) will also be reported – it was suggested this be made mandatory where a DIN exists.

CA 2019-SMSF 03: LRBA will form part of the member’s Total Superannuation Balance (TSB) – formula will be made available.

		Action item:
TT2019_06
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Belinda Black

	Belinda to provide the formula which details how the LRBA is divided between members. (CA 2019-SMSF 03)






CA 2019-SMSF 04: Law has passed to allow individuals to use proceeds in relation to one sale of their main residence to make contributions up to $300K to their superannuation provider, where they are over 65 and meet all of the eligibility requirements. DSPs suggested they could add validation rules around the amount, age and contract dates of the sale. Belinda will add these rules to the Change Advice.

		Action item:
TT2019_07
	Due date:
TBA
	Responsibility:
Belinda Black

	Belinda to add additional details relating to validation rules which will apply to CA 2019-SMSF 04 in the published Change Advice.






CA 2019-SMSF 05: SMSFs and small APRA funds will now be able to list up to 6 members rather than 4, hence forms will require updating in a number of locations to reflect and support this.




	Lunch and light refreshments were provided throughout the day.

The presentation packs have been published on the Software Developer’s website
https://softwaredevelopers.ato.gov.au/ATODSPtaxpractitioners20180925
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